© sented to us; those of Samuel, 
and the Witch. Let us glance at these 
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ENDOR’S WITCH, 
THE FEMALE SPIRITUALIST. 


1 Sam. 28: 7. “Behold there is a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit at Endor.”’ 


The subject of this lecture has been 


~ chosen, not because of any novelty that 


may pertain to it; but because it is 
deemed essential to the completeness 
of our course. In this part of Bible 
history, no female stands out so promi- 
nently as the Witch of Endor. This 
fact renders it my duty to make her 
the leading object of this lecture: a 
duty, the difficulties of which I deepl 
feel; and to which I address myse 
with diffidence, but without shrinking. 
In this record three names are 7 


in their order. 


Samuel, you will remember, was one 


7) of the last of the Judges. His history 


is one of the purest, noblest, on any 
record. He was the son of the pious 


> Hannah; who took him to the taber- 
+ nacle at Shiloh, with a thank-offering, 
) and said to Ely the priest, while she 


held the beautiful child in her arms, 


“For this child I prayed, and the Lord 
hath given me my petition which I|age 
“Wasked of him: therefor 


ore also have I 


] lent him to the Lord, as long as he 
liveth he shall be lent to the Lord.’ 


3 


Thus, pious mother that she was, she 
dedicated her child to God. He re- 
mained in the tabernacle, and spent 
his youth and early manhood in its 
sacred services. Subsequently he was 
elevated to the Judgeship of Israel, and 
administered the laws during twenty 
years, 80 as to meet the approbation of 
God, and promote the highest interests 
of the people. He was also honored 
with the gift of prophecy; so that he 
was not only a civil Judge, but a spir- 
itual Guide. Moreover he presided 
over the school of the prophets at Ra- 
mah, with dignity and success. When 
old, he appointed his sons Judges. 
They, however, walked “not in his 
ways, but turned aside after lucre, and 
took bribes, and perverted judgment.” 
Israel dissatisfied, and influenced by 
the example of other nations, demanded 
aking. This was painful to Samuel, 
and offensive to God; for he said to 
His aged servant, while smarting un- 
der the ingratitude of the people, “They 
have not rejected thee, but rejected me 
from reigning over them.” The Pro- 
phet J ale 

and while he lived was by his side as 
a living conscience. He died at the 
of ninety-eight; but before his 
death he assembled all Israel at Gilgal, 
to hear his farewell address. It was 


‘a grand scene. Before the gathéred 


anointed their new king, ~~~ 
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thousands, the aged man, with white} power, in addition to his physical su- 
flowing locks, venerable form, and|periority, he was extremely popular ; 
voice tremulous with solemn emotion, | and to the eye of the Jews, longing for 
arose to make his final speech. It is|a king, he was their very beau-ideal of 
recorded in the twelfth of his first Book.| royalty. The account of Samuel’s first 
I commend it to you. Do not fail to} interview with him in relation to the 
read it. I can only quote a few verses,| matter, is very interesting. We are 
And Samuel said unto all Israel, ‘‘ Be-| told that when the aged prophet said 
hold, I have hearkened unto your voice| to the noble youth, **On whom is the 
in all that ye said unto me, and have} desire of all el? Is it not on thee 
made a king over you. And now be-| and thy father’s house?’’ Saul heard it 
hold, the king walketh before you:| with marked modesty; for instead of 
and I am old, and gray-headed, and| eagerly seizing the crown held out be- 
behold, my sons are with you: and I|fore him, meekly he replied: “Am I 
have walked before you from my child-| not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the 
hood. unto this day. Behold, here [| tribes of Israel, and my family the least 
am, witness against me before the Lord,| of all the families of the tribe of Ben- 
and before his anointed: whose ox|jamin? Wherefore speakest thou so 
have I taken? or whose ass have Ijunto me?” Subsequently a national 
taken? or whom have I defrauded ?/ convention was held at Mizpeh, and he 
whom have I oppressed? or of whose} was chosen, by lot, to be the King of 
hand have I received any bribe to blind} Israel. When the result was made 
mine eyes therewith? and I will re-| known, the venerable prophet stcod u 
store it you.’’ How exalted the eulo-| with young Saul before the gathe 
ginm on his character, conveyed in the| representatives of the nation, and said, 
response of the people—‘tThou hast} pointing to the king, ‘“‘See ye whom 
not defrauded us, nor oppressed us,|the Lord hath chosen—that there is 
neither hast thou taken aught of any|}none among the people like him.” 
man’s hand.” Soon after this he died, And the mighty crowd, swayed by 
and was buried with national pomp at| tumultuous joy, shouted, ‘God save 
Ramah, and all Israel made lamenta-| the king!”’ He was then anointed by 
tion over him. In all the annals of| the prophet, and for a time was true to 
the Gentile world, no character s8o0| his . During that period, as a 
nearly resembles his as the Grecian} king, he was wise in counsel, victo- 
Aristides—surnamed the Just: who}rious in battle, popular at home, and 
after holding high places of trust, was} honored abroad; but a woful change 
condemned to exile by his own coun-|came over him. Popularity pampered 
trymen, and died in poverty, but with|his pride; gratified ambition made 
an unsullied fame. self-conceited‘and self-reliant. He 
The next person named in the record| forsook God. He chafed at the faith- 
before us is Sau/. Glance we at his|ful rebukes of Samuel, us the 
history. He was ‘‘the son of Kish, aj priestly functions of the prophet, and 
mighty man of power.” Of young/resolved on war without consulting 
Saul it is said, ‘“‘He was: a choice|God. Before his death, the faithful 
young man, and a goodly.” And this|Samuel, then an old man, baer a 
is recorded of his AS NORTE mantle, thus addressed him: ‘Thou 
*¢There was not among the children of| hast done foolishly. Thou hast not 
Israel a goodlier person than he; from} kept the commandments of thy God. \ 
his shoulders and upwards he was} Thou hast rebelled, and rebellion is as 
higher than any of the people.” En-|the sin of witchcraft; therefore, be- 
dowed with extraordinary intellectual| cause thou hast rejected the word of 
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the Lord, therefore He hath rejected 
thee!” The king saw his faithful 
friend no more, for he was gathered to 
his fathers in Ramah. 

Months rolled on, but Saul was a 
changed man. He became morose, 
gloomy, and revengeful; insomuch, 
that with his own hand he endeavored 
to murder David, his son-in-law. He: 
ordered Doeg to slay eighty-five priests 
of the Lord, and became so utterly de- 
praved that Jehovah, seeing that he 
was ‘‘ joined to his idols, let him alone.”’ 
And then the Urim became dark ; 
prophets were silent, and dreams and 
visions disappeared. He was aban- 
doned to his own heart, the heaviest 
curse that God can inflict on mortal. 
The remaining person brought before 
us in this record is the Witch. 

This woman belonged to that class 
of persons which has existed in almost. 
every age of the world, and are.called 
by different names. In the Bible we 
have the following enumeration of dif- 
ferent classes of these characters, the 
origin of whose arts is unknown, but 
whose highest developments were 
reached in t, and from thence 
spread through the world. 

There was the “‘usurer of divina- 
tion;” a mode of gaining knowledge 
of future events, employed among the 
tribes of the south part of Palestine— 
Ezekiel 21: 21, specifies three of the 
means they employed—arrows, sculp- 
tured images, and the entrails of ani- 
mals. The ‘‘ observer of times,” or of 
dreams, was another who, by this 
method, common in Egypt, Assyria, 
among the Israelites, and the Greeks 
and mans, sought supernatural 
knowledge. The “enchanter,” or ser- 
pent charmer, Psalms 58: 5; the 
witches”’ and “sorcerers,” composed 
most dangerous classes in Canaan, and 
are so fearfully condemned in Ex. 7: 
11; 2 Kings 9: 22; Numb. 23: 8; 
Jer. 27: 9; Mic.52 12. The “charm- 
er,” by the power of song—a method 


used in the East—mentioned by Xeno- 
as common among the Greeks; 
and according to 1 Sam. 16: 238, and 
Ps. 58: 6, were numerous among the 
Israelites. Then there was the ‘ con- 
sulter of familiar spirits’ —the ventrilo- 
po, orale to by Pliny and the 
tin scholiast—persons who exerted 
a nervous influence on boys, by caus- 
ing them to look intently on vases, 
from which they seemed to call the 
spirits of the dead, while really they 
only spoke from their own abdomens. 
These are mentioned in Isa. 8: 19, 
29: 4. There was also the ‘“‘ necro- 
mancer,”’ or consulter of departed spir- 
its, referred to in Deut. 18: 11. And 
besides these, we find ‘ astrologers,” 
star-gazers, and monthly p tica- 
tions mentioned in Isaiah 47: 13. — 
Now I beg y 


ou to observe the strange 


le now-a-days profess to think be- 
hind the age, still has grouped together 
all the forms of witchery, enchantment, 
divination, necromancy, &c., that the 
learned world yet knows of. Observe 
the view of the character of these man- 
ifestations presented in the Bible. 
The reality of mysterious phenomena 
as admitted. 
It is stated that by means of these 
different methods, a real, mysterious 
influence was exerted, causing strange 
sounds, strange sights, and mysterious 
results—as the changing of the magi- 
cians’ rods in Egypt, were produced. 
And let any one study, in connection 
with the Bible, the history of Bgyptian, 
Grecian, Roman, and Indianggi&gicians, 
soothsayers, jugglers and wohder-work- 
‘ers, and he will assuredly conelnde, 
that the mysterious manifestations of 
‘the present day are still far behind 
what has been seen and heard in an- 
cient and modern times, in other lands. 
‘For in almost every land and, every 
age, the operation of these occult agen- 
cies has been witnessed and commented 


on by men. most eminent in science 


of soothing the nervous system, now, 


and literature—by Franklin and Hale, 


fact, that this Bible, which so many 
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by Walter Scott, Salverte and Thomp-| prophets, neither will they 


son, by Galen, Pliny, and Cicero, b 
Plato, Socrates, and Zoroaster, ’as well 
as eee David and Isaiah, Luke 
and Paul. The admitted facts are no 
where ascribed to supernatural agen- 
cies. Those causes are not always ex- 
plained; they are admitted to be mys- 
terious, Originating in the deep-hidden 
laws of nature, scientific skill, and art- 
ful management, operating upon the 
nervous element in the physical con- 
stitution, and the superstitious element 
in,human minds. 

"But a third point in regard to the 
Bible view of this matter, is of im- 
mense importance, viz: that @ resort 
to such means to obtain knowledge is 
everywhere condemned. 

Isaiah vii: 19. ‘“‘And when they 
shall say unto you, seek unto them that 
have familiar spirits, and unto wizards 
that peep and that mutter: should not 
a people seck unto their God? for the 
™, living to the dead?’ Deut. xviii: 10, 
‘)Rip2. “When thou art come to the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, thou shalt not learn to do after 
the abominations of those nations. 
There shall not be found among you 
any one that maketh his son or his 
daughter to pass through the fire, or 
that useth divination, or an observer 
of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
or a charmer, or a consulter with fa- 
miliar spirits, or @ wizard, or a necro- 
mancer. for all that do these things 
are an abomination tanto the Lord: 
and because of these abominations the 
Lord thy God doth drive them out from 
before thee.”” Lev. xx: 6. ** The soul 
that turneth after such as have familiar 
spirits, | will set my face against that 
soul, I will cast him off from his peo- 

le;” 27. ‘The man or woman that 
th a familiar spirit shall surely be 
put to death.”’ Consult also xviii: 12, 
14. Hosea iv: 11, 12. So in the 
New Testament, in the account of the 
rich man and of Lazarus, Jesus says, 


‘“‘If they believe not Moses and the 


be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead.”’ 
Now the woman at Endor belonged to 
one of the classes I have mentioned. 
She was a necromancer, who professed 
to be able to call up the spirits of the 
dead. Women of her class had marked 
peculiarities. They were generally ad- 
vanced in years; deeply versed in hu- 
man nature; acquainted with all the 
weaknesses, hopes, and fears of. the 
human heart; possessed of high nerv- 
ous organizations, t nervous and 
magnetic power. They were also fa- 
miliar with exciting drugs, and their 
mysterious effect on body and mind. 
Further, they were the keenest possible 
observers of men and passing events. 
And I ask your attention to this fact— 
they were always wicked women, aban- 
doned by their own sex, living alonc, 
and devotees of the lowest forms of 
idolatry. Such was the one before us. 
Her very name indicates that she was 
a devotee of the of Ador. 

Observe now, these necromantic wo- 
men did not profess to call up the dead 
by the agency of Satan or of inferior 
demons; but by the power of their 
gods, who were their ‘‘familiar spirits,”’ 
and who were idol gods, and therefore 
had no existence. Another fact to be 
remembered is, that these sorcerers 


the power of what the an- 
cients called Engastrymysme, that is, 
the power of speaking from the stomach, 


or ventriloquism. Pliny says, that in 
the temple of Hercules, at Tyre, which 
was located in the very country where 
the Witch of Endor lived, on the bor- 
der of the Mediterranean, there was a 
consecrated stone, out of which gods 
were said to arise, a 
itions appeared, to which the attend- 
lng priestess, by the power of ventrilo- 
quism, gave voice. | | 
The last and the highest power 
sessed by these persons, to which I 
have now time to the 
capability of putting their minds at 
will, in with the 
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minds of those who consulted them, 
that they knew what was passing in 
their minds. This power, possessed 
by persons of a certain nervous tem- 
perament, can be traced through all 
the records of the past. We call it 
animal magnetism, clairvoyance, the 
nervous principle or psychology. = It is 
demonstrated now, beyond a doubt, 
that by mysterious but purely natural 
influences, a person of a certain nerv- 
ous organization can be placed, at will, 
in such connection with another, simi- 
larly organized, that the mind’ of the 
latter will be open to that of the for- 
mer—the former will feel, see, and 
know just what the latter feels, sees, 
and knows. Let me give you a reli- 
able fact. Eliot Warburton, Esq., one 
of the finest scholars of the age, in his 
book of travels, entitled **The Cres- 
-_ and the Cross,” states, that at 

airo, he engaged a ician to visit 
him, who performed the ; llowing. A 
boy was called in, and, after some ado, 
was made to look intently into his own 
hand; the <a at him fix- 
edly, working himself up into a t 
excitement; at last he said the charm 
was complete, and told Warburton that 
any one he asked for would appear. 
He asked for Sir Henry Hardinge,— 
the boy said “He is here,” and de- 
scribed him correctly, as a little man 
in a black dress, white cravat, grey 
hair, and having but one leg. Then 
W. asked for Lord E—n; the boy said, 
‘* He is here,’ and described him ac- 
curately—as a long man, with n 
glasses, bending forward. Lablache 
and others were called, and appeared 
to the boy, who had been placed in psy- 
chological connection with Warburton 
by the magician, so that he saw what 
was in the consulter’s mind. 

In the July number of the American 
Journal of Insanity, Dr. Bell, one of 


the most learned physiologists and 
keenest investigators of the times, gives 
the results of his examinations of mod- 
ern “‘ Spiritual phenomena.” Hetreats 


the whole matter with candor, and af- 
firms that the spirit theory must be 

iven up, for after the most extensive 
investigation he is satisfied that ‘what 
the questioner knows, the (so called) 
spirits know; and what the questioner 
does not know, the (so called) spirits 
are entirely ignorant of.” 

The Witch of Endor had that power— 
as well as all others of her class—hag- 
gard, godless, abandoned though she 
was. And the developments ,of this, 
before those who do not possess the | 

wer themselves, and are ignorant of 

its existence, uce the same effect 
in modern that they did in ancient 
times. They are readily ascribed to 
the spirits of the dead. 
The first object of this lecture is now 
accomplished. You have now before 
you Ticaudl Saul, the Witch, and 
their individual callings and char- 
acters. 

We are now prepared to contemplate 
the scene in the record before us. Re- 
member, the faithful Samuel is long 
since dead, and gone to heaven. Re- 
member Saul’s condition. Heis aban- 
doned by God ; the blood of eighty-five 
murdered dead is on his hands. He 
has rejected God, and God has rejected 
him. The hearts of Israel are alien- 
ated from him, in consequence of his 
unjust and cruel government, and are 
already entwined areund young David, 
whom Samuel has Jomg since anointed 
king; and in whom Saul has long be- 
held a successful rival, and vainly 
sought to murder. He is morose, sad 
and gloomy. He eats no food, and 
has frown weak and pale. His ancient 
national foes, enco by the dis- 
ordered state of his kingdom, flushed 
with hope, will attack him on the mor- 
row. They have marched unresisted 
‘to the centre of his country, and as he 
has gazed upon them,’he has trembled 
beneath the conscious certainty that he 
was doomed—lost—forsaken by man— 
abandoned by God. 


- Night overshadows the earth; but 
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not so black is its gloom, as the dark- 
ness that fills the soul of the miserable 
king. Of whom does he now remind 
ou? Do you remember Shakspeare’s 
beth ¢ Tt would seem as if the im- 
mortal bard must have had the history 
of Saul before him wrote 
terrific tragedy. ink,of the paralle 
between Saul, the king of Israel, and 
Macbeth, the king of d. Both 
arose from low stations. There was a 
time when neither of them ever dream- 
ed of royalty. Both were men of mark, 
but treacherous and cruel. Both were 
warriors. Both murderers of 
pot own guests : in purpose, was 
of the murder of his guest, Da- 
in deed, for imbued 
his hands in - blood of Duncan. Both 
Saul 
e Doeg: ty-live 
Macbeth hired d‘yillain to wa yiay 
slay Banquo. Both hunted the ‘i 
cent, and slew them because of jealous 
revenge: Macbeth slew the helpless 
wife and children of Macduff; Saul 
hunted like a bloodhound Abiather for 
favoring David. Both sought to ce- 
ment their tottering thrones by blood. 
Both had evil spirits: the one in his 
own soul; the other, in the form of an 
ambitious, tempting, murderous wife. 
Both came a desperate straits. Both 
were pressed oes. Both 
were by and God. 
Both in their dire extremity resorted 
to witches: Saul at gloomy Endor; 
Macbeth, on the blasted heath, amid 
thunder and lightning met the un- 
earthly 
Both died unnatural and trégical 
deaths, by means of the same weapon— 
the sword. The heads of both were 


ent off as trophies. The injured Mac- 


duff bore in triumph the ghastly head |u 
of Macbeth; and the Philistines, the 
day after the battle, cut off Saul’s head 
and put it upon the walls of Betb- 
sheban. 

Tracing this parallel no further, I 
must ask yon to look ata different 


view. Starting from Mount Tabor, we 
go southward four miles, until we reach 
@ ravine, deep-sunken, and buried now 
in dark shadows of overhanging woods. 
We pass down into the dismal shades, 
and in a dreary dwelling, near to which 
we see no human @, we find En- 
dor’s witch, a lonely hag, the dread of 
children and good women ; — 
around with a circle of evil rumors ; 
wretched outcast from human = 
an outlaw, judged worthy of a 
civil and divine vernments. 

dead hour of mi t has cabead. 
She hath heard no sound save 


owl’s screech and the cricket’s cry.”’ 


But look at her; she hears a noise; it 
is the sound of approachin g footsteps 
her sunken, keen black eyes dilate— 
she scarcely breathes—she knows that 
d/Saul has put to death all of her craft 
his officers could find, and now un- 
known steps are stealthily drawing 
near. A low knock is heard at her 
door; calmly she opens it, and a tall 
man, ” muffled up in his robe, enters, 
followed by two attendants. He asks, 
in a low voice, “Bring me him up 
whom [ shall name unto thee.” The 
keen woman suspects a snare, and re- 
plies, **Thou knoweth that Saul hath 
cut off those who have familiar spirits, 
‘wherefore, then, layest thcu a snare for 
my life, to cause me to die?’ Te as- 
oe her upon oath that he will not 
her. Hersuspicions are allayed. 

She es her magnetic gaze upon the 
pale face of Scauhe man before her, whose 
nerves are excited to the highest de- 
and who, having eaten nothing 
that t day or night, is a most admirable 
subject for psychological and magnetic 
operation—whose mind being wrought 
up to the intensest interest, his will 
being entirely submissive to hers, what. 
modern medium could have wished for 
an easier subject to operate upon? 
But mark: all is still as she with 


her snaky eyes into his pale face—until 


the nervous and magnetic union be- 
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tween them is formed; and lo! she 
sées all that is in his mind! Remem- 
ber, he came there to see Samuel. - Re- 
member, the old man was in Saul’s 
mind, as he last saw him, with his ven- 
erable locks and mantle. Remember, 
he was expecting to meet him, and 
therefore the moment the magnetic 
union is formed, and the woman sees 
what is in Sanl’s mind, she exclaims, 
“T see Samuel!” of course she did. 
She saw the object most prominent in 
his mind; and then, immediately re- 
cognizing her congulter, she cries out 
with affright. At this point the mass 
of readers and commentators, in my 
honest judgment, have made a mistake. 
They have thought that the certain 
evidence that Samuel really appeared, 
is found in the fright the witch. 
I submit to you that this is an error; 
for, remember, she was condemned to 
death by the law of theland. Remem- 
ber, she was suspicious of a snare as 
soon as she saw the three men, and 
would not with her incantation 
until assured upon oath of her safety. 
Remember, that of no man on earth 
had she such cause to be afraid ag of 
Saul; for the law condemning witches 
had been a dead letter until he had put 
it terribly into execution. Remember, 
she herself explains the cause of her 
alarm by her exclamation—‘tWhy hast 
thou deceived me, for thou art Saul ?”’ 
Her alarm, then, was not on account 
of the figure of Samuel she saw in Saul’s 
mind, for such views her profession 
made her familiar with ; but it was be- 
cause her life was in jeopardy, inas- 
much as she had been phe: by the 
king himself. And mark further, that 
as soon as Saul again assures her of 
safety, you hear of no more alarm, but 
without comprehending the natural 
agencies at work, she resumes her 
ychological connection. Saul trem- 
lingly asks, “What sawest thou?’ 
For, recollect, that during the whole 
scene, it is not said that he saw any- 
thing. The proof of this is found in 


| the fact that he asks her, ‘‘ What saw- 


est thou?’ She did all the seeing, and 
told him that she saw ‘ ascending 
out of the earth.” ow, this .was 
either a conscious lie, for there were 
no gods in the earth to come up, or the 
visionary efiect of her own excited 
imagination. Then in reply to a ques- 
tion of Saul, in whose excited mind 
Samuel was as he last saw him, an old 
man with a mantle on; ignorant of 
this purely natural yet strange power, 
whereby his mind was all open to that 
of the witch, just like many now-a- 
days, he was satisfied that it was a su- 
pernatural power, and so astonished 
was he that he fell down in alarm. 
Then commenced the conversation be- 
tween Saul and the imaginary Samuel 
through this medium. 

An apparent difficulty here presents 
itself, but it is only an apparent one. 
The record says, ‘“‘Samuel spake to 
Saul.” This mode of expression is 
common. It is said that ‘‘Solomon 
built the temple,’’ whereas he did not 
touch a stone personally. It is said 
that ‘‘Jesus made and baptized more 
disciples than John,” whereas he bap- 
tized none himself; he did so by the 
agency of others. You say, “I built 
yonder house;” you mean you em- 
ployed others to build it for you. Go 
to a modern spiritual circle, and re- 
ceive what purports to be communica- 
tions from your mother, and they will 
come through the medium; and still 
spiritualists will say, ‘“‘ your mother 
says so-and-so.” en we have no 
difficulty in understanding, that what 
purported to come from Samuel, came 
through the witch medium, who, by 
the power of ventriloquism, easily 
caused Saul to believe that the voice 
was supernatural. 

In farther proof of the correctness af 
this interpretation, I ask your attention 
to a fact, which to my own mind is 


perfectly conclusive. It is this—every 
item of information purporting to come 


from Samuel, already existed in the 
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knowledge and excited fears of Saul. 
Bear in mind the circumstances. Saul, 
nervous and deluded, Se? °-d Samuel 
was personally there, because 
the witch said she saw him. Howshe 
saw him I have explained. It was 
natural that Saul should conceive of 
Samuel demanding why he had been 
ealled; hence the question Why 
- hast thou disquieted me, to bring me 
up?” That the holy prophet would 
have used such langu o, heathen- 
ish in its wording and purport, if he 
really had been there, is simply pre- 
posterous. But that the psychological 
impressions would anticipate such a 
rebuke from Samuel, is perfectly natu- 
ral. And anticipating it, he utters his 
ready justification, which, I beg you to 
remember. Having “ perceived,” i.e. 
become satisfied, from the account of 
what the witch had said she saw, viz: 
‘‘an old man covered with a mantle,” 
or linen ephod, such as the prophets 
wore, that he was in communication 
with Samuel; and having anticipated 
the rebuke, this is his doleful answer— 
' “JT am sore distressed, for the Philis- 
tines make war against me, and God 
is departed from me, and answereth 
me no more, neither by prophets nor 
by dreams; therefore I have called 
thee, that thou mayest make known 
unto me what I shall do.”’ | 

Then commenced the communica- 
tions. The first was—that the ‘‘ Lord 
had de from Saul, and that there- 
fore he ought not to ask aid of him.” 


Assuredly not, for Samuel had anointed 
David king: the le’s hearts had 
all gathered around him: Jonathan 
knew this fact, for he said to David, 
‘“*] know that the Lord hath given thee 
the kingdom ;” and because Saul was 
well aware of this truth, he had sought 
assiduously to slay the Lord’s anointed. 

The third—stated that the reason 
God had done this was because of 
Saul’s conduct in relation to Amalek. 


It will astonish any one who has not 


critically examined this subject, that 
the words of this communication are 
almost precisely those addressed to 
Saul, in awful tones of retributive 
warning by Samuel, at their last inter- 
view before his death—words which 
had impressed themselves indelibly 
upon the guilty conscience of the treach- 
erous monarch. 

The fourth and last—stated that in 
the morrow’s battle, the Philistines 
would be victorious and himself and 
sons beslain. Mark the language here 
employed—*‘ to-morrow thou and thy 
sons shall be with me.”’ Would Sam- 
uel have employed such lan if he 
had been there? Why, for months 
before his death he would not allow 
Saul to approach him, and would he 
have so overlooked all moral distinc- 


tions as to promise him a place in 


heaven by his side? Would he not 
have urged immediate repentance upon 
the guilty king, and preparation for 
the speedy entrance into eternity, which 
was before him? Now I admit that 


Did not Saul know that? Why, he|this was not in his mind in the form 
had _ told the imaginary Samuel|of positive knowledge, as I have de- 
that had abandoned him: that at-|monstrated that the facts of the other 


tempts to obtain knowledge from de- 
had been expressly for- 

idden, he had known from his boy- 
- hood: and of his final rejection by 
Jehovah, Samuel distinctly announced 
to him before his death. See ist Sam. 
xv: 23. 

The second—stated that ‘‘the Lord 
had taken the kingdom from him and 


given it to David. Was that news? 


communications were ; from the nature 
of the case, it could not be. But was 
it not there in another form? Is not 


this the very thing he dreaded, andto 


avoid which he sought aid? Was not 
this a result foreseeable to the most or- 
dinary intelligence, under the circum- 
stances—his own arm being unnerved— 
his courage gone—his army dispirited 
—his people disaffected, and God his 
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enemy? I affirm, therefore, with con- 
fidence, that this last communication 
was simply the terrific embodiment of 
his own awful apprehensions and tor- 
turing fear. Sir Walter Scott, in his 


learned work on “ Demonology and 
Witchcraft,” although holding a dif- 
ferent theory of this matter from the 


one I am presenting, still admits the 
truth of my last statement, in the fol- 
lowing language: ‘‘The defeat and 
death of the broken-spirited king was 


an event, which the circumstances in| 


which he was placed, rendered highly 
probable, since he was aadieadall by 
a superior army of the Philistines, and 
his character, as a soldier, rendered it 
likely that he would not survive a de- 
feat, which must involve the loss of his 
kingdom.”’ And the result throws 
light upon the state of his mind. You 
remember that he was not slain by the 
enemy, he committed suicide, an act 
which he doubtless premeditated, for 
no one who understands his character, 

for a moment, believe that he 
would allow himself to be taken cap- 
tive, the inevitable consequence of a 
defeat which should leave him unslain. 
And these are all the communications 
made to ar this wretched medium, 
who pretended to call up spirits from 
the ‘‘ vasty deep.” But no honest, 
sincere consulter of professed spirits 
now-a-days, could be more sure that 
he has received communications direct 
from the spirit land, than Saul was. 
He was convinced, overwhelmed, sore, 
afraid, and fell full length upon the 
earth. The witch got ready a meal, 
of which they all partook, and then the 
wretched king returned to his royal 
tent at Gilboa. 

At last morning’s light falls upon 
the Hebrew mountains, and chases 
away the shadows of that dismal night. 
The armies meet in deadly combat. 
Victory soon perches upon'the banners 
of Philistia. Gilboa is covered with 
the gory bodies of the slain. The 
mountain breeze is laden with the wails, 


of the dying, and the air is rent by the 
victor shouts of the proud foe. Draw- 
ing his own sword, Saal falls upon it; 
and as his life-blood gurgles away, 
through the gathering gloom the ocean 
fullness of eternity heaves in view. 

Then all is still. Encased in royal 
armor that magnificent form laid life- 
less on the ground, enshrouded, like 
that of many other spirit consulters, in 
the blackness of asuicide’s death. Over 
his sad fate the magnanimous David 
thus lamented, ‘‘ How are the mighty 
fallen! Ye mountains of Gilboa, let 
there be no dew, neither let there be 
rain upon you, nor field-offerings: for 
there the shield of the mighty is — 
cast away, the shield of Saul, as thoug 
he had not been anointed with oil. Tell 
it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon, lest the daughters 
of the Philistines rejoice, lest the 
daughters of the uncircumcised tri- 
umph.”’ 


The second object of this lecture is 
accomplished. You have before you 
the witch scene, and my interpretation 
thereof. I pass to my last object: 
which is to present some practical re- 
marks deduced from both of the former. 

First—This subject throws light upon 
what are called spiritual mantfestations 
of the present day. 

Indeed, the case of the Witch of 
Endor and Saul is claimed to be one 
of the clear proofs that a human bei 
can call the spirits of the dead. 
Is it not evident that this case, at least, 
fails to support that theory! Now in 
addition to the arguments already pre- 
sented, bear in mind that law of inter- 
pretation which requires that where 
any passage can be fairly explained on 
natural principles, we must not resort 
to a miracle for its elucidation; and 
consider, the strength of the ety 
that I am correct, in the view of this 
passage I have given you. The soul 
of Samuel, while in his body and out 
of it, was obedient to the will of Je- 


a4 


- 


> 


P 


~ 


> 


4 
“wo, 


* 
4 
| 
j 
3 
4 
| 
F 
i> 
4 
+ 
a 
? 
4 
4 
4 


— 


42 NortH-WEsTERN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


hovah; while in its body, God was 
the subject of its love and obedience. 
Therefore, if it had come back from 
the high ministries of heaven, it would 
only have been in obedience to the 
will of God. Now look at the char- 
acter of Saul. He has rejected God, 
and God has rejected him. He will 
not answer him ‘“ by Urim, by proph- 
ets, or by dreams.” He is b with 
the clotted gore of nearly an hundred 
murders. Think of that witch—an 
idolator—an outcast—an outlaw; and 
tell me, is there the least probability 
that, to gratify Saul, his enemy, 


heaven into a witch’s den, in response 


- to incantations, on account of which 


He had commanded that witches should 
be put to death? and send him, too, on 
the useless errand of communicating to 
him facts Saul already knew? Verily 
not! If one doubt remains hear this 

, found in 1 Chron. 10: 13: 


God |the case; that he had 
would send his servant Samuel from’ 


monsirates the cause of her alarm. 
She said, ** Thou art Saul: why hast 
thou deceived me?” She was alarmed 
becanse she thought she was detected 
in her unlawful business, by the very 
king who had ordered such to be put 
to death. But while to our minds, 
illuminated by the light of the nine- 
teenth century, there is not even a pro- 
bability that in this case the spirit of 
the departed returned to , and 
made communications, still as I have 
before hinted, Saul, the majestic king, 
was satisfied, convinced, that such was 
received 
a communication from a departed 
spirit; and it is possible that the wo- 
man herself really thought so too. For 
history plainly shows, that that strange 
yet purely natural agent, which we 
call electricity, galvanism, mesmeric 
influence, the nervous principle, was 
known to the ancients and employed 
by them; and by many was regarded 


“So Saul died for his transgression|as supernatural, and therefore they 
which he committed against the Lord : |supposed, that when by the excitement 
even against the word of the Lord,jof their own nervous organizations, 
which he kept not; and also for ask-|they induced a corresponding state of 
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ing counsel of one that had a familiar 
inquire of it.” Again I 
ask, can you 
Samuel would have ap at the 
bidding of a vile witch, and the request 


of an apostateprince? Did 
ponse of His prophets? 


fuse Saul the 


and did a witch compel the appearance 
of Samuel, the chief of the prophets, 
notwithstanding? No, no! 

The only shadow of-a reason for this 
prevalent opinion is based upon the 
alarm the witch herself ressed, 
when she said she saw the old man 
with a mantle. Surely, you will never 
fall in that error again, while you re- 
member : 

First—That Samuel was thus in 


Sanl’s mind: 


Second—That she merely saw what 
any clairvoyant could have seen, had he 
been in etic connection with Saul. 

Third—That her own language de- 


leve that the spirit of 


nervous sensibility, that it was caused 
by the spirits of the dead, or other sn- 
pernatural powers. Hence both parties 
were often honestly and sincefely de- 
ceived. Does not this case then, throw 
light upon at least a large portion of © 
what are called spiritual manifesta- 
tions now-a-days—that portion at least, 
where the medium merely communi- 
cates to the consulter; with whom she 
is in connection, facts of which she 
herself is. ignorant, but which are all 
in his mind, thongh neither written 
nor spoken by him? And yet how 
many honest, sincere people there are, 
who go to a medium and ask questions, 
either mentally or orally, in regard to 
matters known only to themselves, and 
because the things are either rapped 
out, written or spoken by the medium, 
fee] just as Saul did, astonished, satis- 
fied, convinced that they have had 


communications from the dead. 
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And in regard 
of these phenomena, such as table 
moving, producing sounds and com- 
municating matter, which is not in the 
mind of the consulter—what is the ra- 
tional and philosophical probability in 


rd to them ¢ 

rs this. Inasmuch as a thousand 
things now known to be the result of 
natural influences, in past days have 
been believed to be the products of su- 
pernatural power: and especially inas- 
much as mesmeric trances, clairvoyant 
developments, and psychological infiu- 
ences have been regarded in past days, 
as mysterious and inexplicable as these 

henomena now are, and as, by the 
light of advancing science, they are 
now believed by every body to be 
merely the — of hitherto un- 
known mental and physical laws, so I 
affirm that the reasonable, philosophi- 
cal probability in regard to them is— 
that they are one of two things: 

They are either higher developments 
of now known physical and mental 
laws—or of others purely natural, yet 
to be discovered. 

The monks of the dark ages acci- 
dentally found themselves capable o 
exerting what we call mesmeric influ- 
ence. ey did not know what it was, 
or how they produced it, any more 
than honest modern mediums know 
how their raps are produced: but like 
them they ascribed it to supernatural 
power, and thousands of their adhe- 
rents, just like the adherents of me- 
diums now, religiously believed that it 
was the product of supernatural agency, 
which advancing science has demon- 
strated to be purely natural. 

To this view I have heard but one 
ree objection, namely, that me- 

iums whose moral character is above 
reproach, unitedly assert that they do 
have intercourse with the de 
that they are perceptibly conscious of 
seeing, hearing, and receiving mes- 
sages from them, and that as conscious- 
ness is the highest possible kind of 


to the remaining class | 


testimony, they ought to be believed. 
To this I reply that, the validity of 
proof derived from consciousness, can 
only be predicated upon the conscious- 
ness of the mind in its normal or natu- 
ral stafe. For, in many abnormal or 
unnatural mental states, consciousness 
is no evidence at all. The man who 
has the delirium tremens is perfectly 
conscious that he sees snakes and devils, 
but is his consciousness any evidence 
of their presence? When under psy- 
chological influence, persons see men 
with noses four feet long, and women 
with a dozen mouths; is that conscious- 
ness any evidence of the existence of 
such monstrosities? History will aid 
us on this point. During the fifteenth, 
sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, 
what was then called necromancy, 
witchcraft, 
sively over Europe than what is called 
spiritualism yet prevails over America: 
for it was the general, popular belief. 
During a long period, all the me- 
diums in extensive territories affirmed, 
that they ly attended what was 
called the Witches’ Sabbath, and met 
many there whom they knew. And 
so sure were they of it, that when after- 
wards persons were placed upon their 
trial for witchcraft, they, testified upon 
on that the been 
an cipated in the exercises of the 
Witches’ Subbath. They testified, that 


at those times they had seen the devil 


in person baptize novitiates, administer 
the sacrament to them ; that they then 
all feasted, danced, and drank until 
cock-crowing, and then all returned 
home on the s of demons, or astride 
broomstricks. Now these thousands 
of persons were honest in their belief: 
to them it was a matter of conscious- 
ness—to us a certain delusion. But 
how do I account for it, on the view 

resented in this lecture? Thus: every 
believed in witchcraft. Witches 
were in every body’s mind. Persons 
no sooner passed out of the normal into 
the abnormal or psychological condi- 


revailed far more exten- — 
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tion, than the universal belief in these 
Spirits impressed itself upon them, and 
by the mental law to which I have re- 
ferred, these impressions became em- 
bodied as visible realities, and they 
sincerely believed they were in com- 
munication with them. 

So I explain the phenomena of mod- 
ernspiritual intercourse. The medium 
now sits down in a circle, prepossessed 
with the idea of communicating with 
spirits. He passes into the abnormal 
or clairvoyant state with this impres- 
sion on his mind. The persons who 


compose the circle are similarly im-|P 


pressed, for they came there to obtain 
thinks of the spirit of some departed 
friend: and all these thoughts, by a 
strange but natural law, become im- 
pressed on the mind of the medium. 
And then he is able accurately to de- 
scribe the departed, imitate their ac- 
tions, tell when and how they died, 
&c., in exact accordance with the know- 
ledge latent in the minds of those in- 
terested: so that the communications 
are merely ‘“‘the responsive echoing of 
their own mental mechanism—the tele- 
graphic rapping out of their own elec- 
tric-borne thought.” Now you observe 
that I do not accuse mediums of trick- 
ery or deceit. I apply to them nor 
their adherents no scurrilous epithets. 
I admit the facts they claim. I simply 
deny their inference. They infer as 
Saul did, that they are the products of 
departed spirits. [I affirm that they 
are but the workings, as in the case 
before us, of mysterious, yet purely 
natural, physical and mental laws. 


But it is said that t men, such 
as Judge Edmonds and Governor Tal- 
madge,. believe in the spirit theory. 


I reply that history has a parallel for 
this. What two names stand higher 
than those of Sir Edward Ooke and Sir 
Matthew Hale? Yet both believed in 
the reality of witchcraft, and the latter 


isons were convicted of it, and he con- 
demned them to death. 

Again it is said—*‘see how fast it 
makes converts; it multiplies them by 
the thousands.” To this I reply—that 
circumstances favor its pro ress. No 
other ‘‘ ism” is now in the field. Mil- 
lerism swept over the land like a tor- 
nado, and then died out. Perfection- 
ism made quite a breeze, and then 
blew out. Mesmerism agitated the 
land, but now is little ar of. Is not 
this a significant fact iritualism 
has ; And the 
ublic mind must have some excite- 
ment. It has been well remarked that 
“The philosophic Shakspeare pictures 
only the strongly excited as seeing and 
hearing ghosts; the nervous excite- 
ment ually being aroused in mind 
after mind, until many see the same.”’ 
For proof, read Macbeth and Hamlet. 
Joan of Arc—born in the midst of war 
and political 
a high nervous organization, whic 
was excited by the events transpiring 
around her—believed that she saw 
celestial visions and heard celestial 
voice3. 

Then there are masses of people who 
have no settled belief. hey have 
never the of 
tianity ; want some religious faith, 
But this excitement must 

ter progress before it rivals its for- 
in other lands. 

I feel the force of an inquiry, which 
I doubt not, has arisen in your mind. 
It is this. 

If my view is correct, are these things 
to be deplored? Why do not all seek 
for knowledge through their agency ? 
Why do so many of the best, most 
stable portions of the community stand 
aloof, and refuse to countenance what 
is in this age called Spiritualism; in 
other ages under other forms—necro- 
mancy, witchcraft ? 

Bear me witness now, that I do not 


presided in 1650 at trials, where per- 


apply the opprobrious term, witch, to 
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a modern medium. I do no such thing. 
Some of them are my personal friends, 
whose characters — whose 
friendship I prize, and whose feelings 
I would not unnecessarily injure; and 
I feel conscious that nearly eleven years 
residence in this city has convinced 
them that | am charitable in my feel- 
ings, and that I am kindly honorable 
to those who differ from me in their 
views. I beg yon to observe that I do 


not say that modern mediums, in their 


social or moral characters, are for a 
moment to be classified with those 
wicked ones of old. All I say is, that 
it is my own conviction that one of the 
ncies employed by the woman of 
ndor and others of her class, was the 


same mesmeri¢c or nervous principle, 


inhering as a natural clement in cer- 
tain conditions of the body and mind ; 
an element which, traceable through 


all history in varied developments, call 


it spiritual influence if you will, for it 
certainly is intermediate between ordi- 
nary mind and matter, is the cause of 
those manifestations which they hon- 
estly think are caused by departed 
spirits. But then the question returns, 
‘‘Why are they to be deplored?” I 
answer you honestly and candidly. 
Because the spiritualists are mistaken 
in supposing that the phenomena they 
witness are new, whereas our own 
country has been the scene of far stran- 
ger events. Consult Mather’s Mag- 
nalia, Book 6, pp. 69, 70, and you will 
find, that in the days of New England 
witchcraft, mysterious rappings were 
heard —scratchings on teads — 
drumming on boards—voices—a fry- 
my, Fe rang 80 loud that it was heard 
a hundred yards distant—sounds of 
steps, and clattering of chairs were 
heard in empty rooms—ignorant men 
spake in various languages—one little 
girl argued concerning death with para- 
phrases on the thirty-first Psalm, which 
amazed the people—they spoke Hebrew 
and Greek—and the mediums while 
thus doing closed their eyes — their 


| frames were stiff—one person was said 
to have been drawn up by unseen 
power to the ceiling—violent convul- 
sions—twitching of the muscles—oscil- 
lation of the body were the accompa- 
niments. 

And what is remarkable in the anal- 
“ah Bancroft quotes from the diary of 

ather this entry made after the witch- 
craft excitement, by which he was car- 
ried away, had died ont: ‘*I had temp- 
tations to Atheism, and to the aban- 
donment of all religion as a delusion.” 
Who can wonder at this? Similar re- 
sults from yielding to such excitements 
strew the world’s history. Such ‘wax 
worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived.” 

They are mistaken, as Saul was, and 
the world has always been, in ascrib- 
ing whatever was strange and to them 
inexplicable, to supernatural powers ; 
whereas, advancing science has demon- 
strated that there are mysterious laws 
‘in our complex nature not yet fully un- 
derstood, but which are amply adequate 
to account for all that has whe seen or 
heard. Moreover, they make a sad 
mistake in arguing that because the 
Bible records instances of spiritual 
communications to men, that in this 
they find a probability in favor of their 
theory. But what communications are 
recorded? Those of angels sent 
by God on important errands, not the 
spirits of the departed. But since 
Christ came, and gave the world a per- 
fect revelation, even angels have not 
been thus employed. ‘*God manifest 
in the flesh” superseded the necessity. 

We oppose them, because, believing 
as we do from history and from science, 
that what is seen and heard is the re- 
sult of a high state of nervous and mag- 
netic excitement, it is highly inyurious — 
to the physical constitution. mem- 
ber, your mediums are generally young 
girls, or highly excitable women, or, 
what is more pitiable, nervous men. 
Remember, that the more they attend 


‘circles where, in silence, this nervous 
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magnetic principle is excited, the more 
deranged their nervous organizations 
become; until, not unfrequently, wild- 
ness and even insanity is the result. It 
is dangerous to experiment with our 
nervous energy. e oppose them be- 
cause we are forbidden to seek know- 
ledge ‘‘from such sources ”—Isaiah 8: 
19; Deut. 18; 10, 11,12. Why? 

It. is not thus to be obtained. It is 
a significant fact, that all the literature 
of spiritualism has not added one new 
thought to the world of mind. It cul- 
tivates an idle curiosity. We oppose 
them because of the use to which it is 

ut. 

7 It is employed to promulgate danger- 
ous errors and destroy confidence in the 
holy Buble. 1 am aware there are a 
great many good people, Christian peo- 
ple, who honestly have been deceived, 
and who do not wish to promote infi- 


- delity; but the trath is, that the leaders 


of the enterprise, many of them, were 
once professors of religion, but for years 
have secretly been sceptics. And it is 
painfully amusing to observe that every 
argument that spiritualists have used 
against Christianity, Christian church- 
es, and Christian ministers, can be 
found stereotyped in the books of old 
infidels: so that the truth is, that infi- 
delity, vanquished on the battle-fields 
of history, science, and literature, in 
former days, in these last times has 
come up under a new garb, with a new 
voice, a new form, new name, but with 
its old heart filled with enmity to the 
God-honoring, sin-condemning, pride-: 
killing, but soul-saving, religion of 
Jesus. 
Moreover, spiritualism takes off at- 
tention from the great tical duties 
of life. Just think of it! What has 
Spiritualism done? What is it doing? 
hat charitable institution has it 
has it clothed 


What hungry hasit fed? What house- 


hold has it made happier? Alas! into 


how many it has carried disorder, jeal- 
ousy, 


death! More than this; it 


leads to a neglect of the Word wie God ! 
It leads to a practical forgetfulness of 
God himself, by filling up the mind 
with thoughts of bodiless spirits. It 
annihilates prayer to the omnipotent 
God, and substitutes the uncertain com- 
munications of imaginary beings. It 
dishonors Christ, as the Savior, by his 
atoning merit and efficacious e, of 
human gpa making each his own 
Savior, or saved by other spirits than 
Christ’s. Tell me honestly whether 
true science, the deep prin- 
ciples of nature, which is God’s elder 
scripture, does not supply all our ma- 


terial wants? Tell me honestly and 
truly, ye who know what there is—for 


many there are who do not—in spir- 
itual Christianity, genuine Bible reli- 
gion, God’s later scripture, what hope, 
what fear, what desire, what want, w 
yearning of our soul it does not supply, 
in its sublime revealments of God. 
of man, of law, of gospel, of time, of 
eternity ? 

The heathen oracle is no more, the 
witchcraft of past days is no more—in 
that form; delusions which have be- 
clouded the minds of men are fast dis- 
appearing before true science and true 
religion, but ‘‘ Beware lest any man 
spoil you, through philosophy and vain » 
deceit, after the traditions of men and 
the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ.”’ 


For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 
Missions. 


As the brotherhood seem to be 
aroused from their lethargy upon the 
great and important subject of missions, 
we desire to make a few remarks res- 
pecting the obligations of the church, 
and the most efficient means of carry- 
ing out the great command of our 
Blessed Redeemer, given to the apos- 
tles, ‘‘“Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Throughout all generations, the 
church of God is to be the “pillar and 
ground of the truth.” The truth can-, 
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not be supported, the gospel cannot be’ 
throughout the nations of 
the earth, without sacrifice upon the 
part of the church. Both time and 
money must necessarily be employed in 
the pees work of evangelizing the 
world. The church being composed of 
different individuals it clearly follows 
that every member of Christ’s mystical 
body has certain obligations devolving 
upon him, in consequence of the rela- 
tion he sustains to the church of Jesus 
Christ. It is the duty, therefore, of all 
who have enlisted under: the blood- 
stained banner of King Immanuel, to 
lend their influence and sup as far 
as penn in favor of the great work 
of a the ungodly to the atoning 
sacrifice of Calvary, ‘‘ chiefest among 
ten thousand, and the one altogether 
lovely.” 

Man was not created to heap honors 
upon himself in this world, but for the 
glory of God. Whatever Christians 
do, should be done with an eye single 
to the honor and glory of Him, ‘“*who 
hath delivered them from the power of 
darkness, and translated them into the 
of His dear Son.” 

hat Christians are accountable to 
God for the manner in which they use 
their earthly possessions, we presume 
no one will have a disposition to deny. 
The salvation of one individual is of 
as great value in the sight of Him 
with whom we have to do, as that of 
another. The salvation of the beggar 
in his hovel is as a in the eyes 
of our Heavenly Father, as the salva- 
tion of the king upon his throne; for 
God is no respecter of persons. Hence 
the Christian is bound by all that is 
sacred, by the price of his redemption, 
to use a portion of the means with 
which God has blessed him, in the glo-. 
rious cause of the Blessed Redeemer, 
in sending the gospel to the uncon- 
verted, in obedience to the desire of a 
merciful God, “who will have all men 


‘unto the knowled 


The awful, solemn, and important 
question now arising in the minds of 
many noble brethren is this, Are the 
brotherhood, or rathera portion of them, 
making the most prudent and judicious 
use of means, in fitting out and send- 
ing @ missionary to Jerusalem, while 
thousands are dying in the midst of 
thick darkness in our own beloved 
land, being destitute of the light of the 
“apr gospel of the Son of God? 

it judicious to spend thousands of 
dollars for the support of a foreign 
mission, when the same amount would 
keep continually in the home field from 
three to five efficient Evangelists, who, 
with the blessing of God attendin 
their labors, would bring into the fol 
of the Redeemer from three to five 
times as many souls to rejoice in the 
glorious hope of eternal life as would 
the Jerusalem mission, allowing the 
success to be in proportion to the 
amount of labor bestowed. It is, how- 
ever, altogether probable that with the 


same amount of labor in this country, 


double the amount of good would result 
therefrom. The best plan, we opine, 
if we desire that all men may come 
of the truth, and 
submit unreservedly to the require- 
ments of the gospel, is to begin at 
home and “‘work out to, Jerusalem.” 
As trophies of the cross would then be 
multiplied upon every hand, our 
strength and ability to do more and 
more continually for the salvation of 
our fellow men would be increased ; 
the name of our Heavenly Father 
honored and glorified; and the Re- 
deemer’s cause and kingdom built up 
throughout the entire world. 
D. A. 


That religion which fosters a spirit 
of exclusiveness, and prompts,its pos- 


sessors to pronounce as heretical those — 
who differ with them in opinion, is. 


better suited to the ecclesiatical dema- 


to be saved and come unto the know]l- 
edge of the truth.”’ 


‘follower of Jesus Christ. 


gue, than the meek and humble 
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For the North-Western Christian Magazine. 


Requisitions of the Gospel—No. 2. 


In order to exhibit more forcibly the 
importance of a strict compliance with 
the requisitions of the gospel, we pe 
pose briefly to advert to the evils from 
which the Father of mercies has pro- 

ed to save those, who, with honesty 
of heart and sincerity of purpose, yield 
unreserved obedience to the high man- 
dates of the Lord of Glory. Salvation 
is valuable in proportion to the mag- 
nitude of the evils from which it re- 
deems its subjects. The present state 
of existence is characterized by sin, 
which, as the Christian poet has truly 
said, is “‘the source coe woe,” 

‘The awfully destructive and sadden- 
ing influences of sin, have been seen 
and felt in every age of the world, 
since man first trans the law of 
his Creator. Indeed, it far beyond 
the ability of finite intelligence to 
fathom the magnitude of the power 
- and direful consequences of sin, which 
is Dut the extended catalogue of all the 
ills and woes to which humanity is 
heir. Sin has invaded the paradise of 
man, and filled the earth with wretch- 
edness It has over- 
come angels, though t in power 
and might, and the 
realms of immortal glory down to the 
dark and dreary regions of sorrow and 
despair. It has maliciously trampled 
under foot the requisitions of the 
divine government, insulted the miaj- 
esty of heaven, and brought upon man 
the sentence of death. It directs the 
blow of the midnight assassin, and 
whets the glittering sword of the blood- 
thirsty warrior. It wields the destruc- 
tive shafts of death, and drenches the 
earth with human gore. It flatters 
the understanding and perverts the 
judgment of man, and gives to its 
votaries as a reward an eternity of 
woe. For “the wages of sin is death,”’ 
an eternal separation from all the un- 


blissful mansions 
The physical maladies incident to 
the present state of existence, contri- 
bute largely to embitter the cup of 
human woe. The noisome pestilence 
that walketh in darkness, knows no 
distinction of age or sex. None are 
exempt from the palsying touch of the 
destructive hand of disease. The pit- 
eous shrieks and groans of unnumbered 
myriads in every age, have been amply 
expressive of the direful sufferings 
tending to the enervation and dissolu- 
tion of *“*the outer man.’”?. But we 
would also contemplate the fell de- 
stroyer Death, whose victims in count- 
less millions in 
dreary lions e tomb. 
fathers, where afe they? And the 
rophets, do they live forever?” The 
ms in all the, splendor of his power 
and the dignity of his exalted — 
and the unaspiring péasant in his hum- 
ble hovel, the rich man “‘who fares 
sumptuously every day,’’* and the 
ill-clad victim of penury, ‘the young 
and old, and all, alike fall victims to 
the fell destroyer, and are consigned to 
the noisome grave. 
“ Here ege and youth together lie ; 
The sire, the babe are here, 
The mother, sister, brother, friend, . 
And all the heart holds dear.’’ in 
The death knell of loved ones de- 
parted is continually breaking upon 
the ears of the living, and even dail 
a mighty concourse sinks into the dar 
and dreary mansions of the tomb. The 
nations of antiquity whose annals have 
been lost in the mighty flood of ages 
past, together with those of later times 
that live only in their records which 
serve to render attractive the historic 
page, have.all alike been cut down by 
the desolating hand of death. Dea 
invades the loveliest home-circles, and 
eruelly severs the strongest ties and 
most endearing associations of earth. 
It'takes the tender babe from the kind 


sullied glories and ineffable joys of the 


embrace of its affectionate parent; it 


of the paradise of 


| | 
| 
i 
| 
4 
4 


NortH-WESTERN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 49 


divests the helpless child of a mother’s | 
care and a father’s solicitude. It heeds 
not the plaintive voice of lamentation 
and sorrow, and bids defiance to all 
the entreaties of suffering humanity. 
The earth is replete with sin and sor- 
row, wretchedness and woe. But is 
there no antidote to these evils? ‘Is 
there no balm in Gilead? Is there no 
physician there?” 

All the efforts of man have not suf- 
ticed to destroy sin. The wisdom of 
a Solon and Lyeurgus could devise no 
remedy for moral evil, no antidote to 
the leye and practice of sin. And 
though the mineral and vegetable 
kingdoms have been explored in order 
to ascertain some remedy for disease, 
still on every hand are heard the plain-. 
tive cries and piteous groans of expir- 
ing humanity. The power of man is, 
too feeble to quell the hand of death, 
or vanquish the extended dominion of 
the grave. gr 

But the gladsome intelligence of re- 
deeming love is borne from heaven to 
earth. Heneé, said God by the sweet 
psalmist of Israel, ‘‘I have laid help 
upon one that is mighty; I have 
exalted one chosen out of the le?’ 
And while the effulgent gleams of the 
star of Bethlehem filled a gaping world 
with wonder, admiring angels in glo- 
rious strains of ecstasy aloud pro- 
claimed,—‘*Glory to God in the high- 
est, on earth, peace and good will to 
men.” 

Jesus the Messiah is the only com- 
plete antidote to all the ills and woes 
to which humanity is heir. ‘He isthe 
chiefest among ten thousands, and the 
one altogether lovely.” To one sick 
of the palsy he could say, “Son, be 
of cheer, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.”’ By faith we contemplate the 
Savior as “the went about all Galilea, 


teaching in their synagogues, and 
the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing manner of sickness 


and all manner of disease am 


ong the 
people.” 
4 


Does any one doubt the ability of 
Jesus to heal the sick? Go and ask 
the man who had been diseased for 
thirty and eight years. Does any one 
doubt the power of the Savior to de- 
stroy death and unlock the portals of 
the grave? Go and ask the son of the 
widow of Nain. Let the testimony of 
Lazarus be heard. Wwa. M. Roe. 

Buchanan, Mich., June 26, ’57. 


Wayside Sketches—No., 10. 


In Northern Illinois we have but 
few congregations, owing to the fact 
that comparatively little evangelical 
labor has been expended in that por- 
tion of the State. Owing, however, to 
the general intelligence and morality 
of the inhabitants, it presents a very 


inviting field for the preaching of the 


ancient gospel. The supposition that 
the Disciples of Christ as a body,of 


Christians were essentially pro-slavery, 


has no doubt operated as a hindermg 


cause to the progress of the gospel; 
and although it is not true in the sense 


in which it is viewed by members 
of consolidated ecclesiastical establish- 
ments, it will nevertheless be difficult 
entirely to eradicate the idea from the 
public mind while so many of our 
preachers and. editers either apologise 
for slavery, or what amounts to the 
same thing ignore all discussion of the 
subject before the brotherhood. 

The first congregation we visited 
was at Batavia, a beautiful village on 
both sides of Fox river, some ten miles 
above its mouth. Its location is con- 
sidered healthy, and it is surrounded 
by a fertile agricultural district of 


*icountry. It has one decided advan- 


tage over many western towns—an in- 


lexhaustible supply of very superior 
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limestone, well adapted to all kinds of 
building purposes. The congregation 
is not large, but by the untiring en- 
ergies of Brother Lord it is in a healthy 
and prosperous condition, and bids fair 
to become the predominant society in 
the place. 

After a ride of some forty-five miles 
up Fox river on either side, passing 
through a naturally beautiful and well 
improved region, we arrived in the 
neighborhood of Fort Hill’? congre- 
gation. We found the brethren alive 
to the cause of Christianity, and al- 
though they had no previous intima- 
tions of our visit, we had large and 
attentive audiences for the two eve- 
- mings we remained with them. The 
soil in the vicinity of Fort Hill, is not 

so fertile as the Fox river valley. It 

is, however, interspersed with beau- 
* stifal lakes, which add greatly to the 
beauty of the landscape and afford an 
abundance of very fine fish to the in- 
habitants. | 

Our next point was Rockford, at the 
crossing of the C. & G. U. R. R. over 
Rock river. It has grown in a few 
years from an unpretending village, to 
claim rank among the cities of the 
mighty West. The congregation of 
Disciples is small, but it comprises 
some excellent brethren and sisters, 
and although they have much to con- 
tend with in the shape of prejudice and 
prepossessions, We trust they will ulti- 
mately succeed in giving a healthy 
tone to the religious sentiment of the 
place. 

- One peculiarity of most of the cities 


‘Tivers, is, that they are generally built 


and villages both on the Fox and Rock} 


which are free to all passers. The cus- 
tom has several advantages. 


opposite banks of the same river. 


The water power which both these | 


rivers afford in great abundance, is 
also so arranged as to promote a com- 
mon interest. 
across the stream at or near a village, 
which affords water power for either 


side as it may be required. It affords © 
us pleasure to behold any thing that | 
has a tendency to develop the great 7 
principle of brotherly love which the — 
Creator has enstamped upon the hnu- 
man family, though it be but a dam or ~ 
a bridge; for every successful effort to © 
bind mankind together with the cords | 
of loving-kindness, is so much gained | 
toward the final consummation when © 
universal peace and happiness shall | 
obtain under the mild sceptre of prince | 
Emanuel—when “the éarth shall be | 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as | 


the waters cover the sea.”’ 


Traveling via Freeport, Galena, and 
Dunleith, all flourishing places on the | 


main railroad thoroughfare from Ohi- 
cago to the Upper Mississippi valley, 
we made our next sojourn at Dubugue, 
a city of some sixteen thousand inhab- 


itants, on the west bank of the “‘ Father | 
of Waters.” It isthe most substantially | 
built city of its age we have ever seen. | 
The houses are compact and generally | 
constructed of brick, with solid stone | 
cellar and basement walls. The coun- 


‘on’ both sides of the stream, and are| 


try adjacent is very broken, approach- | 


‘connected by one or more good bridges 


It adds 
to the beauty of the scenery, and it | 
also keeps up a friendly intercourse © 
and kind feeling, which does not al- © 
ways exist where rival villages having — 
@ separate interest are located on the | 


A union-dam is thrown | 
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ing to mountainous, as is the case 


with all the lead regions we have seen, 


so that in order to extend the limits of 
the city a very large bayou, situated 
between the city proper and the main 
channel of the river, is being filled up 
at a vast expense, and will in a short 
time become the theatre of most of the 
large shipping and other commercial 
transactions of the place. The depot 
of the Dubuque and Pacific Railroad, is 
already located at the farthest verge of 
the is-to-be-made section of the city. 
Our brethren have a small congre- 


gation, which comprises a full share of| . 


the wealth and respectability of the 
place. They have a very comfortable 
stone meeting house. Up to the time 
of our visit they had enjoyed the labors 
of a Bethany-built preacher, possessing 
very fair speaking talents and a good 
moral character, and who although pro- 
fessing great personal friendship to- 
wards us, said he had conscientious 
scruples which would prevent him 
from doing any thing for the Magazine. 

We visited while in this region a 
congregation some fifteen miles west 
of Dubuque, at a new village called 
“Caledonia,” situated on the Dubuque 
and Pacific Railroad. Like many other 
western towns and cities, its impor- 
tance exists only in the imagination 
of its proprietor and perhaps a few lot 
holders. With the exception of one 
respectable looking frame building oc- 
cupied as @ store, there were nothing 
better than a few Irish shantees—one 
of which we were informed was used 
for the double purpose of a boarding 
house for some laborers on the road, 


| and the issuing out, in greater or less 


portions, of lager beer and pure strych- 


nine whisky. The country around is 
rolling and fertile, and like the most 
of northern Iowa is settled by an enter- 
rising and intelligent class of citizens. 
he congregation appeared to be ina 
prosperous condition, and it was with 
regret that we were compelled to leave 
them, after delivering one discourse, to 
fill an appointment we had left at Du- 
buque for the following Lord’s Day. 
The brethren subscribed liberally for 
the Magazine, being almost universally 
in favor of the great yay of su- 
preme love to God and love to God’s 
creatures, commensurate with self love, 
which it inculcates. J. B. 


For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Infidelity—No. 1. 


Brotuer Boees :—In fulfillment of a 
promise long since made to yon, | sit 
down to write a few lines for your ex- 
cellent ine, on the subject of In- 
fidelity. It is useless to attempt to dis- 
guise the fact, that Infidelity is, in some 
of its forms, stalking forth with gigantic 
strides throughout the length and 
breadth of our fair country. The fact 
is every where apparent. The cause— 
the philosophy of this unbelief, is a 
subject for investigation—for contem- 

lation. The cause of the increase of 
delity must be sought outside of 
any defect in Christianity itself, for In- 
fidels themselves tell us, that Christ 
and his Apostles were pure beings, 
and Christianity a pure system of reli- 
gion! Hear their words: 
Thomas Paine says, ‘‘Jesus Christ 
was-a virtuous and amiable man; the 
morality which he preached and prac- 
tised was of the most ben@yolent kind.” 
See Simpson’s Plea for Religion, p. 4. 
Lord Bolingbroke says, ‘‘The system 
of religion which Christ published, and 
his Evangelists recorded, is a complete 
system to all the purposes of religion, 
natural or revealed.” See Simpson’s 
Plea, p. 5. 


Henry ©. Wright sa “The law 
of love, forgiveness, oy self-sacrifice, 
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as it is written on our souls, and copied, 
expounded, and carried out, in the 
teachings of Jesus and the apostles, 
“would, if obeyed, abolish all war and 
slavery.” See Anthropology of Man, 
p. 19, 20. 

Rousseau says, ‘I will confess to you, 
that the majesty of the Scriptures 
strikes me with admiration, as the 
purity of the gospel hath its influence 
on wy heart.’ See Simpson’s Plea, 
p. 181. 

Edward Gibbon says, “If we wer. 
ously consider the purity of the Chris- 
tian religion, the sanctity of its moral 
precepts, and the innocent .as well.as 
the austere lives of the greater number 
of those who during the first ages em- 
braced the faith of the gospel, we should 
naturally — that so benevolent a 
doctrine would have been received with 
due reverence.’’ See Milman’s Gib- 
bon’s Rome, Vol. 2, p. 1. 

Fowler, whom Infidels take as 
authority, says, ‘‘His, (Christ’s) 
octrines are perfect. Wonderfully 
to reform and adorn man- 
ind. very precept is cal- 
culated to promote moral purity and 
human happiness.” See Religion, 
Natural and p- 176. 

Andrew Jackson Davis, the great 
es of modern Spiritualism, says, 
‘*T behold Jesus, then, as a t and 
good reformer. * * * 1 behold 

im as condemned, nailed to the cross, 
and dying a to the cause of love, 
wisdom, and virtue.” See Rev. p. 566. 

In speaking of the record of Christ’s 
resurrection, Mr. Davis says, ‘‘The 
record is not a demonstration of its 
actual occurrence, although those who 
wrote were pure and undesigning men, 
whose testimonies are worthy the = 
est respect and consideration. See 


Rev. p. 520. 
by way of ref- 


But this must suffice 
erence, though scores of others of like 
ilk might be given, who testify in a 
similar manner. These settle the point 


Ohristianity, on, to them, logical prin- | 
ciples; but the 


defect in Christianity. In fact how In- | 
fidels can make such concessions as the [ 
above, that Christianity is pwre reli- 
gion, and Christ and his apostles were ~ 
pure beings, and yet declare that this © 
pure religion, (which these pure beings | 
say is of God,) is of human origin, is | 
a misty-twistyfication that I confess 
my weak powers of intellect too feeble | 


and limited to comprehend! For, | y] 
mark you, when pure beings know | n 
and tell a thing to be so, we are forced @ 

to believe, for pure beings wont lie; | vy, 
but, on the other hand, when the lie is | *. 
told, its author ceases to be pure. But 
I am di ing. The cause of this @ 
unbelief is the thing wish to as- 
certain. There may be a few—very @,, 
few,—whose minds are of a philosophi- @),, 
cal cast, who do not see the truth of @.:; 


body of Infidels © 
are made thus, by the professed follow- © 
ers of Christ, attempting to prove any © 
thing and every thing by the Holy @. 
Oracles ! q 

A great many Infidels, (and be it) 
said to their credit,) are advocates of) 
all the moral, social, and political re- | 
forms of the day; while, on the other 9% 
hand, many, aye, many, of they 
professed followers of Jesus, are quot-/7 
ing and misapplying the language of @. 
‘the Bible, in order to retain those old” 
fogy notions which had their rise,—at | 
least many of them,—in what are 
known as the Dark Ages. Sugar 
coating every evil practice and abom- | 
ination in the land, apologizing for In-7 
temperance by quoting the language— 
‘Use a little wine, for thy stomach’: 
sake,” and applying it to alsoholic) 
drinks of the present day. Upholding} 
and advocating domestic 
quoting the la *“Wives, sub-/ 
mit yourselves to your husbands,” and) 
‘applying it in a way unthought of by) 
the apostle, in order to sustain the mos) 
ungualified dominion, by the husbané.; 
over the body and effects of the wife. | 


that Infidelity does not originate in any | 


And last, though not least, quoting ® 


Sanat 
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the sentence, ‘Servants, be obedient to 
them that are your masters,’ and ap- 
plying it to that “sum of all villanies”’ 
—American Slavery! Oh! shame, 
shame! I blush to write it, yet must 
admit such anti-Christian conduct! 

On the altar of the human soul are 
written feelings of love, humanity, and 
philanthropy. Infidels know this. 
And when the flood-gates of crime, 
tyranny, and death are raised and kept 


up by the Christian, Infidels take ad-| 


vantage of the general wreck, and un- 
i'dermine our cause by prejudicing the 
minds of the humane against the Bible. 
Oh, Christian, philan ist, lover of 
the Bible, whoe’er, and where e’er you 
rouse from your lnkewarmness, and 
Maid in reinstating original Christianity ! 
Down with your advocacy of Intemper- | 
@ance, Woman’s wrongs, and Slavery! 
mCease even to apologize for them from | 
BBiblical quotations! Itis thus you can 
@ake from the Infidel his strong weapon, | 
Mis effective battery, his Gibraltar of 
! 
= And you, Brother » gO On in} 
your efforts for pure Christianity and 
@Preedom. They go together, God joined 
Mthem together. ‘*What, therefore, God 
~ ath joined together, let no man put 
asunder.” 
But I have already written more 
Mhan I originally intended. Pardon 
whe length of this, and should it meet 
‘with favor, I may again drop you a line. 
I remain, dear brother, yours, 

-Very respectfully, 

alem, Ind. D. Stone. 


otters to Alexander Campbell No. 13. 
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW-—ITS MORALITY. 


Brorner Camppett: I breathe deep- 
Ur and freer after dismissing the Con- 
by@Btitution, ‘framed by the dead fathers.’ 
osPV ith me there is a “higher law,” and 


0 the light of that higher law I will now 
#iscuss the Fugitive law, not indeed the 
™resent Fugitive law, with all its abom- 


| 
of the Gentiles have, by their exam- 


; nations; that I have painfully done 


then of every feature of harshness that 
can be pruned off, and still leave it a 


law for the return of Fugitiveste 


VOLUNTARY SERVITUDE. such a law 
right You say it is; and that an An- 
ge 


53 
already—but strip it of its atrocity first, 


of the Lord and the great Apostle ~ 


ple, ‘‘sanctioned and sanctified” the 


the principle. 


least objectionable that could be framed; 
and, for your specifications, I will at- 
tend to them in time. But first, 
is any such law right? I will reason 


the case “a posteriori,” as you often 


rea- 


speak, and as logicians say 
"Or, shall I 


son from EFFECT tO CAUSE. 


‘If there is a God above, 
(And that there is all Nature cries aloud 
Through all her works,) | | 


He must delight in goodness; 
And what Ke delights in, must be marry!” 
If that be true, we are ready to re- 
verse the order of our reasoning at 
once. But is thattrue? I think you 


will not presume to deny it. Youhave ~ 


preached too many sermons in order to 
establish that very position. Do you 
remember a discourse you delivered in 
the Steubenville Court House, twenty- 
five yearsago? There were many scep- 
tics present. You wished to annihilate 
infidelity, you wished to commend the 
Christian religion to the acceptance of 
every honorable and rational mind, 
you soared high in its defense, you said: 
“The Creator of the universe has, by a 
law immutable and eternal, joined to- 
gether and happiness!” You 
appealed to them saying: “Would you 
wish it otherwise ! ould you wish 
that the vicious and abandoned, the 
profligate and the profane, could be 
only apy beings on earth? Would 
you wish that the constitution of things 
was such, that the pure and the @oop, 
the virtuous and the kind, the benevo- 
lent and the merciful, that they were the 


I deny that any such 
law 18 or can be, right, the mildest, the *— 


begin with the poet, and reason ‘‘a pri- 
ori,” from cause to effect, and say: 
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wretched and miserable of earth ?” 
“O,”’ said you, ‘the must be a very 
BAD man that could wish that!” So you 
thought and spake then. But you were 
a reformer then, a Radical; and you 
came forth to the world, from commun- 
ion with such minds as Chalmers, and 
Kidd, and Whewell, and Bell, and 
Roget, and Bnekland, and Kirby, and 
Prout, that brilliant constellation of 
sanctified learning, talent, and genius, 
that gave to England and the world the 
‘Bridgewater Treatises,’’ which formed 
a mighty breakwater to stay the inunda- 
tions of French Infidelity. You read, 
too, in those days, Bishop Butler, on 
the Analogy between Nature and Reve- 
lation; in which he buried infidel 
cavils 
old red sand-stone.’’ But, alas! 
‘“How arethe mighty fallen, and the 
weapons of war perished !!’’ You are 
a Conservative now: and one would 
almost think, from your frequent giv- 
ings forth, that you would, like an old 
Calvinian fogy, regard as incontesti- 
ble proof of the divinity of any given 
doctrine that it outraged the sympa- 
thies, and sensibilities, and reason of 
every man; and your proof-text would 
be, as his, ‘“‘The carnal mind is enmity 
against God.”’ 

You have not communed with those 
mighty minds for fifteen long years, 
and more than that. I could write 
your name in the dust that has gather- 
ed upon these volumes since you read 
them. Let me beseech you fo brush 
the dust from ‘‘Butler’s Analogy,” and 
““Chalmers’ Treatise,” at least, and 
give them once more a thorough read- 
ing. But lest you should lack either 
time or inclination, I will refresh your 
with some extracts.—Bridge- 
water Treatise, page 29, N. Y. edition, 
Chalmers says: 

**That the sight of distress, for exam- 
ple, should be followed up by the com- 

sion, is an obvious provision of 
nevolence, and not of cruelty, on the 


against the Bible deeper than |Hi 


constitution. Again, that the feeling © 
of kindness in the heart should be fol- © 
lowed up by a feeling of complacency ~ 
in the heart, that in every virtuous ~ 
affection of the soul there should be so | 
much to gladden and harmonize it, | 
that there should always be peace — 
within when there is conscious purity | 
or rectitude within; and, on the other © 
hand that malignity and licentiousness, | 
and the sense of any moral transgress- | 
ion whatever, should always have the 
effect of discomforting, and some- | 
times even of agonizing the spirit of J 
man—that such should be the actual 
workmanship and working of our na- | 
ture, 7 most distinctly, we appre- | 
hend, for the general righteousness of | 
im who constructed its machinery | 
and established its laws. An omnipo- 7 
tant patron of vice would have given ~ 
another make, and a moral system ~ 
with other and opposite tendencies to © 
the creatures whom he had formed. 7 
He would have established different © 
sequences; and, instead of that oil of | 
gladness which now distils, as if from © 
a@ secret spring of satisfaction, upon © 
the upright; and instead of that bitter- 
ness and disquietude which are now the | 
obvious attendants on every species of 
delinquency, we should have the © 
reverse phenomena of a reversely con- © 
stituted species, whose minds were in ~ 
their state of wildest disorder when ~ 
kindling with the resolves of highest ~ 
excellence; or were in their best and 
happiest, and most 
when brooding over the 
dishonesty, or with the 4 
sions of hatred and revenge.” 
And again, p. 65: 
hath so constituted:our nature, | 
that in the very flow and exercise of 7 
the affections, there shall be the” 
oil of gladness. There is instant de 
light in the first conception of benevo- 
lence. There is sustained delight in it” 
eontinued exercise. There is consum:: 
mated delight in the happy smiling” 


part of Him who ordained our mental 


and prosperous result of it. Kindness, 
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of every sentiment that will ameliorate 
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and honesty, and truth are, of them- 
selves, and ‘irrespective of their right- 
ness, sweet unto the taste of the inner 
man. Malice, envy, falsehood, injus- 
tice, irrespective of their wrongness, 
have of themselves the bitterness of 
gall and wormwood.”’ 
And how beautifully does Steele ex- 
press the same view of the matter: 
“Will forty shillings warm the breast 
Of want and poverty distress’d ? 
That sum | cheerfully impart, 
‘Tis fourscore pleasure to my heart | 
‘Tis true, my little purse grows light, 
But then, 1 sleep so sweet at night! 
This grand specific will prevail, 
When all the Doctor's opiates fail !”’ 
Yours for the harmony of Nature and 


The Golden Rule. 


In the bustle of life, when the trath of the heart 
Is tried by selfish control, 

Where, where is a refuge to shield and impart 
True light to a heaven born soul? 

Oh! pause not to ask what the wisest would do; 
Their wisdom ne’er found such a gem:— 

“All things that ye would men should do anto you, 
Do ye even so unto them.”’ 


If thou and thy brother have aught to decide, 
And fail at last toagree, — 
Ne’er bring to another thy canse to be tried, 
As erring and selfish as he. 
No; judge for thyself by this rule, ever true, 
Ere thou dost a brother condemn:— 
“All things that ye would men should do unto you, 
Do ye even so unto them.”’ 


If a dark wave of trouble has swept o’er a soul, 
And a cry has gone forth for relief, 

Ne’er pinse ere you give, nor thy charity dole, 
Lest thou add a new pang to the grief. 

Still follow the rule that is changeless and true, 
And ne’er will thy conscience condemn. 

“All thing#that ye would men should do unto you 
Do ye even so unto them.” 


Brornzr Boees: I realize it to be 
my duty, to contribute to the diffusion 


is good 


the condition of suffering humanity. 
When Jesus was asked by the Saddu- 
cees, the question, Whose wife, the 
woman who had seven husbands in 
this world, should be in the resurrec- 
tion, or the world to come; he an- 
swered, explaining other errors they 
were in, without their asking. The 
uestion they asked him, only involved 
the difficulty; if there be a resurrec- 
tion, how will you dispose of this one 
woman among seven men. They not 
only denied the resurrection, but the 
existence of angels and spirits. Acts 
23: 8. Jesus had fully answered their 
enquiry, when he said, In the resur- 
rection they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage. But now mark how care- 
fal, how determined he is, to teach 
them their errors in the other two re- 
spects. He says, They are as the an- 
gels of God. This was a pungent ~ 
though laconic reproof of their posi- 
tion. The third is equally pomted and 
more elaborate. They denied the ex- 
istence of spirits after the death of the 
body; true they had not asked him 
about this, but he determined so 
an opportunity should not slip. ou 
do err, not knowing the Scriptures: 
they say to Moses at the bush, “I am 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob.” Jesus says, Now he is not the 
God of the dead but of the living. 
You say there is no spirit alive after 
death. I say you do not understand 
the Scripture, for Abraham, Isaac, and ~ 
Jacob had been dead many years; yes, 
Jacob the youngest of the three, some 
two hundred and fifteen years before 
God appeared to Moses in the bush; 
therefore spirits do exist syllogistically. 
God said, after Abraham, Isaac, and 


Jacob were dead, and before their re- — 


surrection, [am theirGod. See, Jesus, 
authority, says, he is not 
the God of the dead but of the living. 
Therefore, Abraham, Isaac, and J : 


are alive spiritually. 
The particular use I have for this 


‘now is, that as Jesus taught them their 
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- wrongs unasked, so we must teach the 
errors to men whether they desire it or 
not. So to speak plainly, am I asa 
Christian called upon to act in regard 
so every error—slavery, the darling of 
American nabobs yet the maximum of 


evils, not excepted. It is one work to 


show the wrong of slavery, and another 
the remedy. Brother J. Hartzel is 
succeeding in a very elaborate and for- 
bearing way, to show the magnitude 
of this evil; the test of which is 
that quietus which has been so long 
blown in the church—“ You must not 
itate, lest in telling my people of 
ir sin you will cause division.” 
What a wonder that the Lord God of 
Sabaoth ventured to tell Adam and 
Eve, you have sinned, and adopted the 
theory of the serpent, ‘‘God knows 
ou will not die, but become as gods 
nowing good and evil.” I say I won- 
der he did not say to the angels and the 
Word or Logos, It will not do to agitate 
the wrong they have committed; it will 
ruin them physically and mentally, 
both them and their posterity. It is 
the very maximum of all evils, the 
poison that infects every vege- 
table and animal substance that comes 
within its deadly influence, and the 
practical, moral, and religious blight 
of the whole family of man. But— 
but, say nothing against it, it will cause 
division among men, hard, bitter say- 
ings, and a vindictive spirit will en- 
sue!!! Once more: strange that Je- 
hovah did not desist commissionin 
‘*a northern Moses to the southern Jan 
of slavery, Egypt, to proclaim abolition- 
ism even in the council of Pharaoh. 
He well knew how this agitation would 


arouse all the belligerence the Egyptian | go 


masters were capable of—the trying of 
rods, as belligerent parties break lances 
or swords with each other; and the 
increased sufferings that the Egyptians 
would inflict on the slaves of their own 
possession. The same tale of bricks, 
‘was demanded; no straw was fur- 


lwere increased and rations decreased. 
What a misanthropic God to issue such 
an abolition dogma, as to cause such 
sufferings ! at an inhuman man 
was Moses, to push this question into 
the cabinet of Pharaoh—amid the cries 
of magicians, that made serpents, turn- 
ed water to blood, brought frogs up, 
but could not make lice of the dust; 
and to hear the cries of the down-trod- 
den saying to Moses and Aaron, Judge 
ye between us, for these miseries ye 
are bringing upon us; and went u 
from first to eleventh miracle, whic 
destroyed the first born of all Egypt, 
both man and beast. I say, how ma- 
lignant this fellow—what a schismatic ; 
how much he manifests a determina- 
tion to be king of the slaves, though 
he could have been king of the masters ; 
for he was the rightful heir to the 
crown, being the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. & he, Panl says, chose 
to suffer affliction with the people of 
God rather than enjoy the pleasure of 
sin for a season. 

The time would fail me to tell of 
those misanthropes of all ages of the 
world—of Israel’s king Solomon, who 
had Shenei killed for pursuing the fu- 
gitive; of David, for his efforts to 
emancipate Israel from Saul’s oppres- 
sion ; kiel, in reproving the people 
for not proclaiming liberty to all the 
inhabitants—or where they did, im- 
mediately after enslave them in ; 
of Paul, for saying, Not as a slave but 
above a slave, a brother beloved in the 
Lord: if thou mayest be made free, use 
it rather—be not the servants (slaves) 
of men; and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who preached that the captive should 
free; do unto others as you would 
they. should do unto you; love your 
neighbor as yourself—and a host of 
just, merciful, and efficient lovers of 
the principles, to unite in one all na- 
tions of earth to form a universal bro- 
therhood of man; to break all the bars 
and yokes of oppression, and progress 


nished as usually had been; stripes 


to the acme that all men are created 
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free and equal, and ought now to be 
80. That the great duty of man is to 


bring his fellow up to that acme, phys- 
ically, politically, literally, morally, 
and Christianly, which was the noble 
errand of the Savior. He was spurned, 
hissed, rudely arrested, d before 
the slaveholding tribunal, condemned 
and crucified for nothing more or less 
than the work of redemption for en- 


nal ignorance, the parent of tyranny, 
of the whole family of man, and to in- 
duct him into the full enjoyment of 
acting as brothers. I must close till 
another moon. Brethren, believe me 
desiring to do good for its value. 

Wm. P. Sxooxey. 
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Organization—No. 3. 


AGAINST THE LAYING ON OF HANDS IN CHURCH 
ORGANIZATION. 


In our previous articles, it api 
that not a single text in the whole vol- 
ume of the inspired writings could be 
found commanding the imposition of 
hands upon church officers. It further 
that the primitive churches 
did not, in the lifetime of the apostles, 
impose hands upon their officers ; while 
on the contra 

rimitive churches were o 


urposes, as will be more fully seen. 
| We pass over the use the apostles made 
of the ceremony, in conferring spiritual 
gifts and healing the sick; our busi- 
ness is to consider it since its introduc- 
tion as a ceremony in church organi- 
zation, for which purpose the apostles 
never used it. We find it was first 
introduced about two hundred or two 
hundred and fifty years after the cruci- 
fixion of Christ. This was about the 
‘time when many other rites and cere- 
monies of Jewish and extrac- 
tion, made their way into the church, 
the church having become greatly cor- 
rupted. The first reason assigned for 
its introduction was, that it was prac- 
tised in the Jewish synagogues before 
the time of Christ, and for this reason 
should be practised in the Christian 


‘church. The second reason was, that 
‘the bishops were successors to the 


apostles, and that by the imposition 


‘of hands this apostolic succession was 


to be conferred and keptup. Thus we 
find (King), in his history of the primi- 
tive church, saying, When a parish or 
bishopric was vacant through the death 
of the incumbent, all the members of 
that parish, both clergy and laity, met 
prone ro to choose a successor; and 
Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, who lived 


it was shown that} about this time, two hundred and fifty 
nized un-| 


years after Christ, mentions some bish- 


er the immediate supervision of Paul] ops who went to a city, called Capse, 


and Barnabas, without the impos 
of hands. We stated that the cere- 
mony of laying on of hands found its 
way into the church, long after the 
death of the om Our positions 
were enforced by ample proof texts. 
We now proceed to show that the 
history ofthe imposition of hands, so 
far as the same has been used since the 
death of the apostles, is such as ought 
to render its continuance in the church 
intolerable. No ceremony has a more 
irregular and singular history. It has 
been used by some for one thing, and 
by others for another ; and some again 


ition] to install a bishop, whither when they 


were come they took the bishop elect, 
and in the ce of the flock in- 
stalled him bishop of that church 
the imposition of hands. I also fin 
that Sabinus, bishop of Emertia, in | 
Spain, eight years after this, was in- 
stalled by the imposition of hands. 
| Now these are the first cases of the 
practice, which can be found in credit- 
able history of its use in the Christian 
church, as a ceremony in conferring 
office. In both of the last instances, 
it was done with the sole idea of keep- 
ing up apostolic succession—the bare 


have used it for two or three different 


idea of which is sufficient to tempt an 
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intelligent disciple to ridicule the 
sition. This notion shows clearly, that 
those who then practised it, never got 
their opinions from either apostolic 
practice, or from revelation; for we 
all agree that apostolic succession was 
not taught either by Christ or any of 
the apostles. 

At the age of the church we are now 
discoursing of, this ceremony was used 
for another purpose; but as its used 
in connection with several other things, 
we diverge for a moment from the line 
of argument, that in our return we may 
the more forcibly illustrate our po- 
sition. 

The ministers of that day, after a 
candidate for church fellowship had 
confessed his faith in Christ Jesus as 
the only.begotten of God, baptized him ; 
and Tertullian thus speaks—‘ As soon 
as we are baptized, we are anointed 
with the blessed unction ; an external, 
carnal unction is poured upon us, but 
it spiritually advantages.’? And Cy- 
prian says, ‘* He that is baptized must 
of necessity~be anointed, that having 
received the chrism or unction, he ma 
be the anointed of God, and have in 
him the grace of Christ.’’ But the 
poor penitent was not yet into the 
church. The next step was signation 
or the signing of the baptized person 
with the sign of the cross, that is, the 

reacher made a cross upon the can- 

idate’s forehead. Say they, ‘‘ The 
flesh is anointed, that the soul may be 
consecrated.”’ And the flesh is signed, 
that is, crossed in the forehead, *‘ that 
the soul may be fortified ;’’ hence it is 
that Cyprian calls a Christian’s fore- 
head a “signed forehead.” But to all 
this must be added the laying on of 
hands. Says the historian, ‘‘ When 


- the unction is finished, then hands are 


imposed, with prayers invocating and 
inviting the Holy Spirit.” The rea- 
sons assigned for the use and practice 
of all these ceremonies, except baptism, 
are in substance these: unction, it was 
said, was a Jewish rite, used in sepa- 


rating the high priest to his office to 
denote his sacred dedication to God— 
and as all Christians are priests to God 
and the Father, they should in resem- 
blance to the former priesthood be 
anointed with oil out of a horn, as was 
Aaron by Moses; and as for signation 
or crossing in the forehead, this meant 
that they were to be strong and valiant 
in the cause of Christ. Hence, say 
they, The sign was made in an open 
visible place, on their foreheads, which 
is the seat of courage and confidence, 
implying that they ought to fight like 
brave soldiers under the cross of Christ. 
And, lastly, the ceremony of laying on 
of hands was practised from an opinion 
of the imperfection of baptism—that it 
did not convey the graces of the Holy 
Ghost. For, says Tertullian, ‘* We do 
not receive the Holy Ghost by baptism, 
but being purified therein by the angel, 
(alluding to the angel that moved upon 
the pool of Bethesda,) we are prepared 
for the Holy Ghost ;” and ‘‘ when our 
bodies are cleansed and blessed, that 
most Holy Spirit willingly descends 
from the Father,” and ‘ dy the empo- 
sition. of hands, the soul is wluminated 
by the Spirit.’ Thus it is seen that 
the imposition of hands was first intro- 
duced into the Christian church as a 
rite or religious ceremony, above two 
hundred years after the death of Christ, 
not on any pretension that it was by 
the of ner upon 
the ground of apostolic practice. 

Now it is franifest that the friends 
of the ceremony, (those from whom we 
have quoted,) in writing its history 
would give the true grounds upon 
which its use was predicated ; and 
it been then claimed as ofyapostolic 
authority, we should have had this as 
the most prominent reason given for ~ 
its use. 
| Tertullian was born at Carthage, 
about one hundred years after the birth 
of Christ. The apostle John, accord- 
ing to St. Jerome, must have lived to 
see the close of the first century, and 
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died at his home in Ephesus. Be- 
tween the death of the apostle and the 
birth of Tertullian, not more than fifty 
years could have intervened; hence 
many persons living in the early part 
of Tertullian’s life, were in all proba- 
bility well acquainted with both John 
and Tertullian. As Carth and 
Ephesus were both seaport cities of 
great commercial importance, and in 
constant intercourse with each other, 
citizens of both cities were well ac- 
quainted with one another. In both, 
the Christian religion was extensively 
embraced. In Carthage, full one-tenth 
of the whole population were within 
the folds of the church. Citizens of 
the two cities were as intimately ac- 
quainted with each other, in all the 
affairs of life, as the inhabitants of New 
York and St. Louis are—and in all 
that pertains to their religious per- 
suasions, rites, and ceremonies, their 
knowledge of each other was doubtless 
as well understood. Moreover, Ter- 
tullian was educated upon the spot 
where John had preached and planted 
churches, and but little doubt is enter- 
tained that Tertullian often preached 
to persons who had heard the beloved 
apostle, and sat at the same table with 
them. Who can then doubt but what 
Tertullian was well posted in all the 
rites and ceremonies that the apostle 
practised. In fact, it is a ab- 
surdity to suppose that, if the apostle 
John had practised the imposition of 
hands as a church ordinance or cere- 
mony, that Tertullian could have re- 
mained ignorant of it. 

Again, it is still a more glaring ab- 
surdity to suppose that so wise a man 
as Tertullian, in giving his reasons for 
the practice of unction, signation, and 
the imposition of hands, would have 
failed to give apostolical practice the 
most conclusive of all reasons, in sup- 
port thereof; had he known such to be 
the case, his failure therefore to give 
apostolic practice as a reason why he 


favored the same, taken in connection 


with the fact that he strains himself to 
the yery utmost to support his ceremo- 
nies, going far back into the Jewish 
polity for reasons, is strong, and rea- 
sonable, and rational proof, that the 
apostles never did practise any one of 
them. The weight of this fact is felt 
more heavily, when we consider that 
Tertullian was himself a stickler for 
the laying on of hands, and does every 
cane, in his power to leave the most 


invulnerable rcasons upon record for 
its perpetuity in the church. 
nother proof that this ceremony 


was not regarded in the lifetime of the 
apostles, may be fairly drawn from the 
fact that the house of Stephanus volun- 
teered to the work of ministering to 
the saints; and that this was regarded 
as a valid ministry of the Word, is evi- 
dent by the apostle in Paul 1 Cor. 14: 


15, commanding the church to submit — 


themselves to such. Thus in effect, 
the apostle said no form or ceremony 
is necessary to the scriptural existence 
of any church officer, provided he who 
exercises the same is qualified and dis- 
charges the duties with the consent of 
the church. 

If it is proper to practise the laying 
on of ead then it is equally proper 
to practise unction and signation, and 
to make creeds—for they all have for 


their foundation the same authority, the — 


opinions of men. 

A very serious objection may be 
urged 
which cannot be inst unction 
or signation, which is this: those who 
now-a-days insist upon the practice, 
attach to it very alarming features. 
They insist that the preaching brethren 
hold certain rights and privileges, over 
and above those which belong to the 
brethren. They maintain that, by vir- 
tue of the priestly order, they have the 
right to ordain officers; and, secondly, 
they hold that no church can have pro- 

r officers unless hands be imposed. 
Thirdly, they contend that this right 


of laying on of hands belongs of right - 


against the laying on of hands, 


x rr 
ls 4 


ao F 
Py, 


= 


te 


4 


Mar 


- 


\ 
~ 
> 


x 


s 
| 
| 
| 
= 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
¥ 
4 
* 
4 
4 
+. 
2% 
* 
1 
= 
4 


60 


HRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


exclusively to themselves; that the 
people have no right to participaté in 
the ordination service. Their preten- 
sions run so high that they claim the 
right exclusively, of nomination and 
ordination. 

Some, however, say that it is well 


enough, as a matter of “ prudential | 


regulation,” to inform the people whom 
they intend to present for cectinanibe 
so that if they have any ‘“‘thing mate- 
rial” to object against the ordination 
of the nominees, as a matter of * pru- 
dential lation,”’ they will consider 
the ‘‘material thing”’ alleged. But it 


should still be remembered, that this | 


excessive magnanimity is given with 
the wholesome reserve on their own 
part, to judge of the “thing material ” 
objected to; hence it is seen that these 
hands-on folks regard the whole power 
of governing the churches as vested in 
themselves, by virtue of their clerical 
ergy and office. This is surely very 

gh ground for any to occupy; yet it 
is nevertheless true, that such is the 
folly and madness to which ambition 
] many. It is nothing less than 
rank episcopacy, absolutism, and cleri- 
cal domination. 3 

It is truly astonishing how far many 
among us go, to join imperial sway. 
They seem to revel in arrogance and 
assumption. Any one in any wise ac- 
Gusinted with the past history of the 
‘church, is aware of the proclivity of 
the ministry to assume unto themselves 
undue authority. At every age of the 
church they have had their hobby, 
upon which they have rode up to power. 

e laying on of hands, is now the 
thing by which some essay to show the 
exclusive privil which they claim 
to belong to their order. 

It should be carefully discriminated, 
however, between those who arrogate 
to themselves these exclusive privi- 
leges, and the humble, pious divine, 
m4 regards himself the servant of God, 
and who is willing to labor in the vine- 


heritage. While the former is a load, 
nay, he is like a cancer, eating, eating 
the very life of the church; the latter 
'is the soul and life of the earthly king- 
dom, and should receive the blessings 
of the truly good and pious wherever 
found. 

It moreover should be the duty of 
the brotherhood to mark these that 
would walk in the heritage of God with 
such arrogance. They may be known 
every where by the following signs— 
ist. You hear them assuming that the 
ant are a separate order, distinct 

m the church, and by virtue of this 
priestly office, have certain exclusive 
privileges. 2d. That it is their duty 
to regulate or set in order the churches ; 
or it suits them better to say they have 
the right to rule. 3d. They are con- 
tinually telling how good and pions 
they are—how much they have done 
for the cause, the sacrifices they have 
made—how little others have done in 
comparison to themselves. 4th. They 
express great contempt for those who 
would stand up for the liberty of the 
church; they have no hesitation in 
calling the body of the church ignorant, 
heretical, too, if she should assume to 
doubt any thing they may dictate. 5th. 
There is one ear-mark, by which all 
may know these high, domineering, 
bigoted persons; that is this—their 
stubborn, unyielding dis- 
position to rule or ruin, notice them 
where you will—and if their dictation 
is not as obsequiously obeyed, as it is 
peremptorily given, they deal out con- 
temptuons severity to their brethren. 
6th. No one need mistake them by this 
sign—that is their uncompromising 
and intolerant disposi 


| 


ition; their de- 
termination not to be of one mind with 
the brotherhood, but to make the breth- 
ren of their mind. By attention to 
these and other signs we may know 
them—and may God help us to avoid 
all such, as the worst enemies of the 
Master’s cause. V. 
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For the N. W. Christian Magazine. 
Western Reserve Eclectic Institute. 


Brotner Boges: I desire, through 
our Magazine, to communicate some 
reference to the Western 
Reserve Eclectic Institute. This in- 
stitution was originated by a few breth- 
ren eminent for piety and good works, 
who had especially at heart the inter- 
ests of the cause of Christ. The neces- 
sities of the cause on the Reserve and 
elsewhere, seemed to demand an insti- 
tution of this kind. It was designed 
to meet the wants of the brethren and 
friends, who wish to educate their chil- 
dren in science and religion. It was 
designed not merely for the few who 
may wish to obtain a collegiate ednu- 
cation, but also for all who may wish 
to perfect themselves in any useful 
branch of study. It freely admits and 
encourages the attendance of both 
sexes—a feature of the institution 
which, in my judgment, should com- 
mend it to all lovers of true education. 
The education of the sexes in the same 
school, under proper regulation, instead 
of being injurious and unsafe, as some 
suppose, we think to be the only 
means of obtaining a highly finished 
education. Many institutions, excel- 
lent for the instruction they impart 
and the discipline they maintain, are 
nevertheless too exclusive to meet the 
general wants of society; as if to edu- 
cate a few for lawyers, doctors, and 
preachers, was sufficient, while the 

{ mass remains uneducated. The 
ountain of knowledge should be open 
to all—to male and female—and freely 
dispense its blessings, irrespective of 
cast or condition. 

Brother A. 8. Hayden, who has been 

Sears of the Institution since it was 

ounded, has resigned his place. The 

Institution, for the present, will be con- 
ducted by a Board of Instructors, con- 
sisting of the same persons who have 
labored in the Institution during the 
past year. This Board has chosen a 
chairman, to fill in some respects the 


& 


place of president, till a new one is 
elected. It was a cherished object of 
the former principal and the founders 
of the Eclectic, to afford Biblical in- 
struction to the whole school, and es- 
pecially to those who wish to be useful 
as preachers of the gospel. This is 
still our design. " Opportunity will be 
afforded to study the Bible in Hebrew 
and Greek; to those not wishing to 
study the original, every facility will 
be afforded to become acquainted with 
the inspired word. e desire the 
presence and influence of those who 
are preparing themselves for usefulness 
in the church of Christ—and the church 
needs their labors. The Bible, the 
whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible, 
is the grand position of the reforma- 
tion—every legitimate means should ~ 
be resorted to, to diffuse its truth in 
the world. It is the fountain of all 
Christian knowledge, and should ever 
be open, that all may be refreshed by 
its ious influences. 
e course of study in the Eclectic 
will be as extensive and thorough as 
in most colleges. The instruction in 
mathematics, and languages ancient 
and modern, in science, mental, moral, 
and natural, shall not be inferior to 
that imparted in our best and most ap- 
proved institutions in the land. 
cases where persons have some distinct 
profession in view, they will be per- 
mitted to pursue the studies necessary 
to qualify them for that profession. 
The Institution has ever enjoyed a 
very liberal patronage. Many of the 
brethren have, and do still manifest a 
very lively interest in its welfare; this 
interest ought to be tly increased. 
The brethren in the State should re-- 
the institution as theirs, estab- 
ished for the benefit of their children. 
Surely they are able to establish, fur- 
nish, and sustain one institution, 
and they ought to do it. If they love 
the cause of Christ, they will not neg- 
lect the means of education. There is 


no more efficient means of advancing 
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the interests of religion, of building up 
the cause of our eemer, than the 
moral and religious training of our 

oung menand women. The Eclectic 
Ses already been highly useful to the 


noise, and disturbance of city and vil- © 
lage; it is surrounded by a moral and © 
thrifty farming community, and if per- % 
sons cannot enjoy here the benefits of © 
a thorough course of study, it must be | 


churches on the Reserve, and to the | because they are indisposed to study. 


whole community in its vicinity. It 
is a pleasant retreat for study. It is 
removed from the immoralities, the 


N. BansHee. 
June 20th, 1857. 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


Scorr.’”’ We have just read 
this new testimony against the unholy 
workings of American slavery, and can 
truly say we wish it could be read by 
every man and woman in the North. The 


characters are all fairly drawn. The 
odionsness of the Fugitive Slave law, 
both in its letter and spirit, is clearly set 
forth. The author has shown up the 
time-serving slavery-apologising preach- 
ers, with a masterly hand. Indeed, we 
look upon it as the book for the times. 

Published by D. Anderson, Columbus ; 
and for sale in this city by Anderson, 
Gates & Wright. 425 pp., 12mo.; price 
only one dollar. 


Tae Wirtcn or Expor. We call the 
especial attention of our readers to the 
first article inthis No. It is much longer 
than usual, but we hope no one will be 
deterred from reading it on that account. 
It will richly repay a careful perusal. The 
seeming difficulties relative to the calling 


up of Samuel’s spirit, are satisfactorily 


explained, and the claims of modern spir- 
itualism placed just where they belong. 
We say again, Read the first article with- 
out fail. 


Back Numpers Wantep! Weare en- 
tirely out of the January and May Nos. 
of Vol. Third, and would be glad to ob- 
tain fifty or one hundred sets for binding. 
Subscribers who do not keep a file of 
their numbers, will confer a favor by send- 
ing us those numbers. As a remunera- 


tion, we will in return send each of them 


a copy of ‘‘Bible Vindicated,’’ as soon 
as it is published. 


Taken tHE Pienaar! We learn from 
a correspondent, that a certain editor has 
taken a pledge never to notice any thing 
that appears in the Magazine. We guess 
he finds his dignity a very convenient com- 
macy upon which to throw himself some- 
times 


One Link Wantina! At a recent or- 
dination in this city, one of the candidates 
had hands laid on him by a clerical gen- 
tleman who himself had never enjoyed the 
imposition of hands, thereby entirely de- 
stroying the apostolic succession. Will 
the Review please inform us whether such 
‘‘imposition of hands”’ is valid ? 


‘Tue Sacrep We wish | 
to call the attention of our readers to the © 
advertisement of this deservedly popular ~ 
rausic book, found on the third page of #9 
cover. Brother A. 8. Haypen, the au- | 
thor, has been long and favorably known | 
as one of the best musicians in our de- 7 
nomination. Besides many new and beau- 
'tiful pieces of music, it contains all the 
old standard tunes, which must always 
retain a place in the affections of all lovers 
of true devotional church music. The 
system of notation is that invented by 
‘* Aiken,’’ and is very easily read with a 
little practice. 

REPRESENTATIVE WomeEn.’’ «By Geo. 


Baldwin, D. D. 833 pp§ 12 mo.; 
published by Messrs. Sheldon» Blakeman 


& Co., New York. This is i beaatiful 
and exceedingly interesting volume, com- 
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rising twelve lectures. It commences 
with Eve the wife of the first, and closes 
with Mary the mother of the second Adam. 
The characters are so chosen as to keep 
up a connected chain of history, from the 
creation of the world to the introduction 
of the Christian dispensation. Our read- 
ers will learn the style of the author by 
reading ‘‘Endor’s Witch,’”’ found in the 
commencement of the present No., which 
we publish, veryslightly abridged. 


Dr. Barc tay AND Stavery. We learn 
from a correspondent, that the friends of 
the Jerusalem Mission in Illinois say, that 
‘‘Dr. Barclay, while in England, repu- 


diated the whole system of American} 


slavery, and said when he returned to the 
United States, he would do all in his 
power to redeem and liberate his former 
slaves.” We hope it istrue! Can the 
Corresponding Secretary A. C. M. So- 
ciety, give the brotherhood any informa- 
tion on the subject? 


‘*‘Brste Vinpicatep.’’ We have not 
yet put this work to ‘see Owing to a 
mistake in estimating the matter, the book 
will contain one-fifth more pages than we 
at first contemplated, and of course will 
cost us proportionably more. We do 
not, however, intend to raise the price, 
but will have to publish a much larger 
edition in order to save us from actual 
loss. As soon as a few hundred more 
orders come to hand, the work will be 
issued without delay. It will contain 
160 pp. 32 mo., neatly bound in muslin. 
Price 25 cents per copy, or $18.75 per 
hundred. 


‘‘Spuracgon’s Lire anp Munistry.’’— 
140 pp. 12 mo., just issued from the press 
of Messrs. Sheldon, Blakeman & Co., 
New York. The book contains a narra- 


every pious reader. Young persons 
especially will find in it an instructive ex- 
ample which it will be very advantageous 
for them to imitate. In earnestness and 
faithfulness, the life of this devoted preach- 
er presents a model to every young min- 
ister of the gospel, which if followed will 
prove advantageous to themselves and 
their congregations. We heartily com- 
mend it to all our readers. 


Exper James Parrisu. The Harrison 
street congregation of colored brethren, 
have been blessed by another accession in 
the person of Brother Parrish, a very ef- 
ficient preacher of the ancient gospel. He 
is literally a dlack man, aged about 40 
years. He is a cripple, having lost one 
of his legs in early life by white swelling. 
He has a wife and four children now in 
hopeless bondage, in the city of Nashville, 
Tennessee. It is but recently that he 
himself has had Jegal possession of his 
own body and soul, which invaluable 
boon he obtained through the assistance 
and liberality of a few colored brethren 
in the aforesaid Christian (!) city of Nash- 
ville. What a horrible institution truly 
is American slavery, which degrades the 
minister of the blessed gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the level of the beasts that perish, 


common with the ox and the mule with 
which he labors. | 


To Corresponpents. The crowded 
state of our columns. compels us to lay 
over several valuable communications, 
and a variety of editorial matter, answers 
to querists, &c. &c., that we intended 
should appear in this No. 


The Anniversary of the American Bible 
Union, will take place in the city of New 
York on the 7th of October, and the three 
following days. Weexpect (Deo volens, ) 


tive which we think cannot fail to interest 


to be in attendance. 


CHURCH N 


EWS. 


Liberty, Wabash Co., Ind., July 21, 1857. 
Brotrser Boaas: The good Lord is still 
prospering us in our work of faith and 
labor of love. Since I wrote you last 
month we have had forty accessions, nearly 


all by baptism—a few from the Methodists 
and Newlights. 

Truly the harvest is plenteous, but the 
laborers are few. Dear Brother, let us 
pray that the Lord of the harvest would 


by making him a ‘chattel personal,” in 


on 
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